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WHAT’S ON

OCTOBER 2017

Media Monitoring Report

Media Monitoring Report for the month of October
Analysis and Achievements
• A total of 206 clips were generated in October 2017.
• 4 press releases were drafted and sent to the media in October.

Press Releases, Features & Clippings
Press Release

Date

FoCP Takes ‘Relay For Life’ Walkathon On The Road

16 October 2017

FoCP Calls On UAE Community To Register In MENA’s First Ever “Relay For
Life” To Support Cancer Patients

26 October 2017

The UAE’s First Relay For Life Will Give Invaluable Support To The Nation’s
Cancer Patients

30 October 2017

Relay For Life History Piece

30 October 2017

Coverage by Media Type

4

206

Press Releases

Press Clippings

Coverage By Markets

Training and Internship

2

Staff Trainings

8
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WHAT’S ON

OCTOBER 2017

Pink Caravan Media Monitoring Report for the month of October

Pink Caravan Media Monitoring Report

Analysis and Achievements
• A total of 215 clips were generated in October 2017.
• 3 press releases were drafted and sent to the media in October.

Press Releases, Features & Clippings
Press Release
Pink Caravan to Hold 48 Activities during Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Date
5 October 2017

Pink Caravan Calls For Citizens To Become Involved With Its Breast Cancer
17 October 2017
Awareness Programme
Pink Caravan Painting Dubai Sky Pink For Breast Cancer Awareness

27 October 2017

3

215

Press Releases

Press Clippings

Coverage by Media Type

15

Interviews
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WHAT’S ON

NOVEMBER 2017

Media Monitoring Report for the month of November

Media Monitoring Report

Analysis and Achievements
• A total of 315 clips were generated in November 2017.
• 12 Press releases were drafted and sent to the media in November.

Press Releases, Features & Clippings
Press Release
Don’t Miss the Opportunity to Volunteer for the World’s Biggest Cancer
Fundraiser Right Here in the UAE
Luminaria Ceremony at UAE Relay for Life a Symbol that Convey a Special
Message to the Community Generating Hope.

Date
8 November 2017
12 November 2017

Jawaher Al Qasimi calls on Emirati community to participate in ‘Relay for Life’

13 November 2017

Government and Private Sector Join Hands to Support Cancer Patients in
MENA’s First-Ever ‘Relay for Life’

14 November 2017

‘Relay for Life’ Sees 1,700 Registration And Expects Many More to Come

15 November 2017

Relay for Life gets underway Today at American University Sharjah

16 November 2017

Jawahar Al Qasimi Launches ‘Relay for Life’

17 November 2017

Relay for Life so much more than a 24-Hour Walkathon

18 November 2017

Cancer Survivors Share their Inspirational Stories at Relay for Life

18 November 2017

Luminaria Ceremony Provides Moment of Quiet Reflection at Relay for Life

18 November 2017

Relay for Life Concludes with a Burst of Positive Energy against Cancer

19 November 2017

Second Global NCD Alliance Forum to Examine Ways to Reduce Burden of
Lifestyle Diseases that Kill 40 Million People a Year

28 November 2017

12

315

Press Releases

Press Clippings

Training and Internship

2

Staff Trainings

12
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WHAT’S ON

DECEMBER 2017

Media Monitoring Report for the month of December

Media Monitoring Report

Analysis and Achievements
• A total of 315 clips were generated in December 2017.
• 12 Press releases were drafted and sent to the media in December.

Press Releases, Features & Clippings
Press Release

Date

Global NCD Alliance Forum 2017 Will Aim to Equip Governments and Civil Society with a
Powerful NCD Strategy for 2018

3 December 2017

Sultan Al Qasimi to attend Second Global NCD Alliance Forum –Sharjah Builds on Success of
First Edition

7 December 2017

Jawaher Al Qasimi… a global vision to combat non-communicable diseases

8 December 2017

Sultan Al Qasimi Opens 2nd Global Non-Communicable Alliance Forum -Sharjah Chosen Again
as Venue for World’s Most Influential NCD Event

9 December 2017

Experts Highlight Advocacy Agenda On Day Two of Global NCD Alliance Forum in Sharjah

10 December 2017

Forging Partnerships for Effective Eradication of Non-Communicable Diseases at the 2nd Global
NCD Alliance Forum

10 December 2017

Global NCD Alliance Forum in Sharjah –Day Two: Joining forces for the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda

10 December 2017

“Integration of all sectors to fight Non-Communicable Diseases” at the 2nd Global NCD Alliance
Forum

11 December 2017

Global NCD Alliance Forum in Sharjah –Day Three: NCD Alliance Launches Essential Civil Society
Atlas

11 December 2017

Global NCD Alliance Forum stresses the need for “Evidence Based Research as the Secret
Weapon for its Advocacy”

11 December 2017

Jawaher Al Qasimi Concludes 2nd Global NCD Alliance Forum with First
‘Sharjah Awards in Excellence in Noncommunicable Diseases’

11 December 2017

“Friends of Cancer Patients Wins Five Awards in 2017

29 December 2017

73
228

3
9
2

1%
2%
4%
6%

12

315

Press Releases

Press Clippings

Training and Internship

70%

1

10%

Staff Trainings
Website
Newspaper
TV
Radio
Magazine
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Jordan
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Beneficiary report
Types of Cancer
Types of Cancer

Cancer type
support
Cancer
type support
Anal Cancer

| 0 | 0Death | 0Cases | 0 Cases
| 1 | 0 Death | 0Cases | 1
Death | 0Cases | 0Cases
Death
Death

Death | 0

Cases | 0

| 1 | 0Death | 0Cases | 1 Cases
| 1 | 0 Death | 0Cases | 1
Death | 0Cases | 0Cases
Death
Death
| 0 | 0Death | 0Cases | 0 Cases
| 0 | 0 Death | 0Cases | 0
Death | 0Cases | 0Cases
Death
Death

Death | 0

9797

Total number
cases of cases
Totalofnumber
supportedsupported
by FOCP by FOCP
for the Month
of Month of
for the
Oct to DecOct
2017
to Dec 2017
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All Acute Leukemia
Leukemia
All Acute
Leukemia

Death | 0Cases | 0Cases
Death
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Death
| 0 | 0 Death | 0Cases | 0
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Death
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Death
| 0 | 0 Death | 0Cases | 0

Death | 0
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Death | 0Cases | 0Cases
Death
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Death
| 1 | 0 Death | 0Cases | 1

Death | 0

Brain Tumor

Cases | 0

Cancer
cancer
Breast cancer Breast Liver
Cases | 38

Death
| 0 | 0Death | 0Cases | 0Cases
Death
Death | 0Cases | 0Cases
| 0 | 0Death | 0Cases | 0

Cases | 0

Lung Cancer
Carcinoma
Carcinoma Cancer
Cases | 1

Death
Death | 0Cases | 0Cases
Death
| 1 | 0Death | 0Cases | 1Cases
| 0 | 0Death | 0Cases | 0

Cases | 0

CML Lymphoma

CML
Cases | 0
Cases | 0

The most deaths The most deaths
attributed to a male
attributed to a male
specific cancer was
specific cancer was
prostate cancer prostate cancer

Death | 0
Death | 0

Death
Death
| 0 | 0Death | 0Cases | 0Cases
| 1 | 0Death | 0Cases | 1
Death | 0Cases | 1Cases
Death
Death
| 1 | 0Death | 0Cases | 1Cases
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Death
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| 0 | 0Death | 0Cases | 0
Death | 0Cases | 0Cases
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Neck Tumour
Thyroid CancerThyroid Cancer
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Neck Tumor
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Neck Tumor
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Spinal Cancer
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Death
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Death
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Death
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Spinal Cancer
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Brain Tumor
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Gender Distribution
Gender Distribution

Female 60%
Female 60%

Male 30% Male 30%
Child
10%

26

Child
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Beneficiary report
Nationality Statistics
Nationality Statistics

Nationality Distribution
Nationality Distribution
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MANAGEMENT

End of the Year Board of Directors meeting in 2017.

OCTOBER 2017

The extraordinary meeting

Discuss and approve the budget for 2018 & close 2017 expenses.

Board of Directors Meeting
| 19 October, 2017
|

Corporate
Management

| SCFA, Sharjah, UAE

30
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AWARENESS ACTIVATION

OCTOBER 2017

Pink Caravan to Hold 48 Activities during Breast Cancer
Awareness Month

Non-profit organisation is partnering with authorities and private corporations throughout
October to promote early detection of the disease

Pink Caravan to Hold
48 Activities during Breast
Cancer Awareness Month

| 05 October, 2017
| Awareness Activation
| Sharjah, UAE

32

Pink Caravan - a breast cancer
awareness initiative from Friends
of Cancer Patients Society - will
be marking October’s Breast
Cancer Awareness Month with
a total of 48 corporate activities
that have been designed to
engage with customers and
employees in the UAE.
The
initiative
from
the
organisation, which works to
promote early diagnosis of
breast cancer and encourage
regular self-examination, sees it
collaborating with an array of
authorities and private entities to
spread a better understanding
of the disease. Among the
messages it will be reinforcing
is that early detection is a
significant factor in the successful

treatment of breast cancer.
So far included as part of the
month-long programme are
15 corporate wellness days,
15 external activations and 18
vendor support initiatives. The
organisers say that they are keen
to keep up Pink Caravan’s drive
of breast cancer awareness
outside their annual springtime
initiative that tours the UAE.

disease, which statistics show
has a huge impact on treatment
outcomes. Naturally, we need
to keep this message out in
the community beyond the
parameters of the ride itself and
there is no better time to do this
than October’s Breast Cancer
Awareness Month,” said Reem
BinKaram, Chairperson of the
Higher Organising Committee of
Pink Caravan.
Pink Caravan says that it still
has capacity for all three of
its Breast Cancer Awareness
Month initiatives and that it
looks forward to welcoming
more government and private
sector organisations onto the
programme.
Organisations
booking a Breast Health Wellness
Day for their employees will
receive sessions undertaken by
Pink Caravan medical experts,
which
include
informative
lectures that educate about
detecting physical changes
in the body through selfexamination.
Special
guest
speakers at the events include
Elaine Kelly, Dr. Khuloud Bajbouj
and experts from The Clean
Living Company and LifeWorks
Foundation.
“As part of our corporate
wellness days, private clinical

examinations will be held for up
to 50 persons a day conducted
by a specialised team of Pink
Caravan doctors and nurses,
with additional health advice
and wellbeing tips disseminated
by professionals in their field. So
far we have 15 organisations
on board and would love to
welcome more authorities, NGOs
and corporations to become
involved in what is an important
health campaign. We also have
space for entities to register for
the external activations and
the vendor support initiatives –
all three are vitally important
in raising awareness of breast
cancer,” she added.

Palm, Aldar Properties, Sofitel
Abu Dhabi Corniche, Nakheel,
Three60, Zayed University and Al
Qassimi Hospital & UHS Event.

Companies and government
bodies
registered
for
the
corporate wellness day include
Fairmont the Palm, ADIB, Sharjah
Economic
Development,
Tips & Toes (Abu Dhabi and
Dubai), Dubai Properties, Philips,
Paperfig, SLC, DEWA, SCFA,
Carrefour and Sharjah Police.

To date the Pink Caravan Ride
has travelled 1,640 kilometres
across the UAE’s seven emirates
with almost 500 riders and more
than 700 volunteers providing free
clinical examinations to a total
of 48,874 locals and residents at
578 clinics. The statistics reveal
that 38,856 women and 9,643
men were seen in the clinics,
something that the organisers
say is a reflection of the
campaign’s concerted efforts
to raise awareness about the
importance of regular medical
examinations as a key tool for
early detection and complete
recovery from breast cancer.

Raising awareness about breast
cancer through the external
activations will be The Walk,
Marasi, Pink Ladies Games,
Atelier M Dinner, Canadian
University of Dubai, Define Body
& Mind, Fairmont Hotel Dubai,
The Galleria Mall, Sofitel the

Corporate
entities
having
entered into a vendor support
agreement to raise funds for
Pink Caravan
include Bubu
Barcelona, Tips and Toes, Katch
– Le66, Gattacha, ShangraLi Abu Dhabi, Jannah Hotel &
Resorts, Sumo Sushi, Fairmont
the Palm Dubai, Choithram, Pink
Brigade, Yoga by Ashram, Nstyle,
Paul Bakery, Acorn – Grand
Millennium Al Wahda, Southern
Sun Abu Dhabi and Wild and the
Moon.

“Pink Caravan has become
renowned for its annual spring
ride across the seven emirates,
which it has undertaken since
2011. Our aim is to provide free
breast check-ups for men as well
as women and to drive home the
importance of regular monitoring
to ensure early detection of the

33

WHAT’S ON

OCTOBER 2017
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Press
Mentions

 ﻓﻌﺎﻟﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ ” اﻟﺸﻬﺮ اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻲ ﻟﻠﺘﻮﻋﻴﺔ ﺑﺴﺮﻃﺎن اﻟﺜﺪي48 “ ”اﻟﻘﺎﻓﻠﺔ اﻟﻮردﻳﺔ” ﺗﻨﻈﻢ

Oct 06, 2017

Pink Caravan to launch 48 activities for corporates
Publication: Gulf Today (Newspaper)
Circulation: 47,600

Tags: Pink Caravan

Country: United Arab Emirates
Language: English

Oct 06, 2017

Page: 3

AVE: $2,205.33

Publication: Al Watan - UAE
Country: United Arab Emirates
Page: 5
AVE: $204.83
(Newspaper)
Circulation: 37,500
Language: Arabic
Section: Main Size: 53.20
Tags: Pink Caravan
Article URL: http://monitoring.nncpr.com/article/?slng=en&id=5877295&qk=z...

Section: Main Size: 135.30

Article URL: http://monitoring.nncpr.com/article/?slng=en&id=5876311&qk=k...

Media Observer ME ©
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AWARENESS ACTIVATION

OCTOBER 2017

Pink Caravan Calls for Citizens to become involved with its
Breast Cancer Awareness Programme

about
the
importance
of
undergoing screening,” said
Dr. Sawsan Al Madhi, Director
General of FoCP and Head of
Pink Caravan’s Medical and
Awareness Committee.

developing the disease, which is
women over the age of 40 years.
We therefore encourage citizens
to spread our message to their
families and loved ones,” she
added.

“We would encourage everyone
to visit our Pink Caravan Social
Media pages @ThePinkCaravan
and find out where they can
play a part in supporting
our community programme,
whether by offering a donation,
purchasing a product from a
participating outlet or becoming
an active fundraiser. However,
fundraising is just one aspect of
fighting breast cancer, informing
others about the need to undergo
screening and to conduct
regular
self-examinations
is
equally as important, especially
for the group highly at risk of

Pink Caravan was launched in
2011 under the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member
of the Supreme Council Ruler of
Sharjah and Her Highness Sheikha
Jawaher Bint Mohammed Al
Qasimi, wife of the Ruler of
Sharjah, Founder and Patron of
FoCP, International Ambassador
of the World Cancer Declaration
for Union for International Cancer
Control (UICC) and International
Ambassador
for
Childhood
Cancer for UICC. The campaign
is renowned for its annual spring
ride across the seven emirates,

where it provides free breast
check-ups for both men and
women.
To date the Pink Caravan Ride
has travelled 1,640 kilometres
across the UAE’s seven emirates
with almost 500 riders and more
than 700 volunteers providing free
clinical examinations to a total
of 48,874 locals and residents at
578 clinics. The statistics reveal
that 38,856 women and 9,643
men were seen in the clinics,
something that the organisers
say is a reflection of the
campaign’s concerted efforts
to raise awareness about the
importance of regular medical
examinations as a key tool for
early detection and complete
recovery from breast cancer.

Non-profit organisation outline four key ways for people to help spread their message

Pink Caravan Calls for
Citizens to become involved
with its Breast Cancer
Awareness Programme
| 17 October, 2017
| Awareness Activation
| Sharjah, UAE

Pink Caravan has called for
citizens and residents in the UAE
to become involved with their
programme of breast cancer
awareness activities it has
drawn up for October. The nonprofit organisation - an initiative
under Friends of Cancer Patients
Society (FoCP) - is using Breast
Cancer Awareness Month to
highlight the importance of early
detection of the disease with a
total of 48 activities that have
been designed to engage with
the public across the country.
Known
as
a
dedicated
campaign to raise awareness of
the importance of breast cancer
screening for the early detection
of the disease, Pink Caravan has
outlined four ways it says people

36

can become involved in helping
promote its message: interacting
with its social media platforms,
engaging with its fundraising
activities, encouraging family
members to have check-ups
and spreading the news about
the importance of conducting
self-examinations.
“There are many ways that people
in the UAE - men and women,
from all ages - can become
involved with helping beat
the scourge of breast cancer.
Pink Caravan has arranged
for a month-long programme
of 15 corporate wellness days,
15 external activations and
18 vendor support initiatives
with communities, entities and
companies to spread awareness

37

WHAT’S ON

OCTOBER 2017

39

Press
Mentions

Oct 18, 2017

Pink Caravan calls for residents' involvement

Oct 18, 2017

اﻟﻘﺎﻓﻠﺔ اﻟﻮردﻳﺔ ﺗﺪﻋﻮ ﻟﻠﻤﺸﺎرﻛﺔ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻌﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺘﻮﻋﻴﺔ ﺑﺴﺮﻃﺎن اﻟﺜﺪي
Publication: Al Ittihad (Newspaper)
Circulation: 109,640
Tags: Pink Caravan

Country: United Arab Emirates
Language: Arabic

Page: 16

AVE: $2,066.01

Section: Main Size: 47.99

Article URL: http://monitoring.nncpr.com/article/?slng=en&id=5965469&qk=v...

Publication: Gulf Today (Newspaper)
Circulation: 47,600

Tags: Friends of Cancer Patients

Country: United Arab Emirates
Language: English

Page: 3

AVE: $1,880.48

Section: Main Size: 115.37

Article URL: http://monitoring.nncpr.com/article/?slng=en&id=5964229&qk=q...

Media Observer ME ©

38

30/231

39

AWARENESS ACTIVATION

OCTOBER 2017

Pink Caravan Painting Dubai Sky Pink for Breast Cancer
Awareness

about
the
importance
of
undergoing screening,” said
Dr. Sawsan Al Madhi, Director
General of FoCP and Head of
Pink Caravan’s Medical and
Awareness Committee.

developing the disease, which is
women over the age of 40 years.
We therefore encourage citizens
to spread our message to their
families and loved ones,” she
added.

“We would encourage everyone
to visit our Pink Caravan Social
Media pages @ThePinkCaravan
and find out where they can
play a part in supporting
our community programme,
whether by offering a donation,
purchasing a product from a
participating outlet or becoming
an active fundraiser. However,
fundraising is just one aspect of
fighting breast cancer, informing
others about the need to undergo
screening and to conduct
regular
self-examinations
is
equally as important, especially
for the group highly at risk of

Pink Caravan was launched in
2011 under the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member
of the Supreme Council Ruler of
Sharjah and Her Highness Sheikha
Jawaher Bint Mohammed Al
Qasimi, wife of the Ruler of
Sharjah, Founder and Patron of
FoCP, International Ambassador
of the World Cancer Declaration
for Union for International Cancer
Control (UICC) and International
Ambassador
for
Childhood
Cancer for UICC. The campaign
is renowned for its annual spring
ride across the seven emirates,

where it provides free breast
check-ups for both men and
women.
To date the Pink Caravan Ride
has travelled 1,640 kilometres
across the UAE’s seven emirates
with almost 500 riders and more
than 700 volunteers providing free
clinical examinations to a total
of 48,874 locals and residents at
578 clinics. The statistics reveal
that 38,856 women and 9,643
men were seen in the clinics,
something that the organisers
say is a reflection of the
campaign’s concerted efforts
to raise awareness about the
importance of regular medical
examinations as a key tool for
early detection and complete
recovery from breast cancer.

Breast cancer awareness initiative will organise a regatta and skydive to mark the
conclusion of international breast cancer awareness month

Pink Caravan Painting
Dubai Sky Pink for Breast
Cancer Awareness

| 27 October, 2017
| Awareness Activation
| Dubai, UAE

Pink Caravan has called for
citizens and residents in the UAE
to become involved with their
programme of breast cancer
awareness activities it has
drawn up for October. The nonprofit organisation - an initiative
under Friends of Cancer Patients
Society (FoCP) - is using Breast
Cancer Awareness Month to
highlight the importance of early
detection of the disease with a
total of 48 activities that have
been designed to engage with
the public across the country.
Known
as
a
dedicated
campaign to raise awareness of
the importance of breast cancer
screening for the early detection
of the disease, Pink Caravan has
outlined four ways it says people
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can become involved in helping
promote its message: interacting
with its social media platforms,
engaging with its fundraising
activities, encouraging family
members to have check-ups
and spreading the news about
the importance of conducting
self-examinations.
“There are many ways that people
in the UAE - men and women,
from all ages - can become
involved with helping beat
the scourge of breast cancer.
Pink Caravan has arranged
for a month-long programme
of 15 corporate wellness days,
15 external activations and
18 vendor support initiatives
with communities, entities and
companies to spread awareness
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Painting the sky pink for cancer awareness
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Pink Caravan Concludes Breast Cancer Awareness Month
with the ‘Ready, Sail, Skydive’ Event

Hosts regatta and sky dive in Dubai Marina to reiterate the importance of awareness
• 5,500 ft pink skydive hoisting a 3’ by 5’ metre Pink Caravan flag
• Pink Regatta consisting of five Boats

Pink Caravan Concludes
Breast Cancer Awareness
Month with the ‘Ready, Sail,
Skydive’ Event
| 31 October, 2017
| Awareness Activation
| Dubai, UAE
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After an entire month of breast
cancer awareness initiatives in
the form of breast health wellness
days for large multinationals
corporates, talks by cancer
experts, free screenings, and
more, Pink Caravan – the UAE’s
most popular breast cancer
awareness initiative by Friends
of Cancer Patients (FoCP) –
furthered its support to the
international
breast
cancer
awareness
month
(BCAM)
through a Pink Morning event
titled ‘Ready, Sail, Skydive’ that
comprised a skydive and a
regatta activity in Dubai Marina.

the waterside promenade of
Dubai Marina Walk were greeted
by a regatta of five boats on the
waters of the Arabian Gulf. On
board were higher management
members from Pink Caravan,
Skydive Dubai, Nakheel, Zero
Gravity, and about 10 cancer
survivors waving the pink flag of
awareness, and encouraging the
people of the UAE and the world
to take greater responsibility for
their health and wellbeing. The
boat parade was part of Pink
Caravan’s “Ready, Sail, Skydive”
event organised to mark the end
of BCAM.

It was a pink Tuesday morning
where residents and regulars to

Nakheel
Marine
Group
sponsored the boats for the

regatta. Director Ali Saeed Bin
Thalith said: “We cherish our
longstanding partnership with
Pink Caravan, and are proud
to support their noble mission
of empowering people and
spreading hope through breast
cancer awareness. We are
delighted that Palm Jumeirah
was chosen as the venue for this
exciting event and are honoured
to have been involved as part
of our ongoing support for Pink
Caravan.”
“Through this event, we tried
to stress the importance of
continued
awareness
and
education for breast cancer.
Through our campaigns and
awareness drives, we have
spoken many times about
the different regular breast
screenings methods, yet it
cannot be overemphasised.
Pink Caravan has always used
innovative ways to create
and spread awareness about
breast cancer early detection.
Pink Caravan has covered
now Land, Sea and Skies with
it’s Pink Message,” said Dr
Sawsan Al Madhi, Head of the
Pink Caravan Medical and
Awareness Committee.
“Timely detection of breast
cancers is key to successfully
managing and treating the
disease, upping the chances
of survival and complete cure
by 98 percent. We should not
misinterpret
breast
cancer

awareness month as a 30-day
affair, because essentially it is
a strong global reminder not to
let our guards down through the
year,” Al Madhi added.
Next came the star of the
show, the pink skydive, where
a plane with a massive Skydive
Dubai logo in pink and Pink
Caravan logo took-off from their
runway and flew 5,500 ft into
the sky. Next, two expert aerial
sportspersons jumped from the
aircraft – one hoisted a massive
3’ by 5’ metre Pink Caravan
flag, and the other captured
the fall footage on a video cam.
They were welcomed back on
land by numerous cheering
supporters who flanked the
landing strip. The flag was gifted
to Pink Caravan team.
Sponsors of the skydive, Skydive
Dubai’s,
Senior
Director,
Abdullah bin Habtour said: “It is
an honour to be able to support
this initiative. We will be keeping
the pink Skydive logo and Pink
Caravan logo on this plane until
next year. Taking responsibility,
staying informed and aware, and
dealing with cancers – all require
immense amount of courage.
Courage is a prerequisite when
it comes to a freefall from 5,500
ft followed by a rapid descent
at 120 mph. Through this skydive
we expressed our support and
solidarity towards an issue that
has far-reaching impacts on our
community.”

Zero
Gravity
provided
refreshments and a networking
zone for the event. Their
manager, Paul Mcgee, said: “It’s
amazing to see that so many
people have come together to
raise breast cancer awareness.
An event like this helps people
who are otherwise occupied
with their busy lives put things into
perspective. Meeting cancer
survivors and hearing their stories
of courage and survival against
all odds has been very absorbing
emotionally. We are happy to
have been able to support this
great event.”
Pink Caravan, the pan-UAE
breast
cancer
awareness
initiative by the Friends of Cancer
Patients charity (FoCP), which
was launched in 2011 under the
patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Dr Sultan bin Muhammad Al
Qasimi, Member of the Supreme
Council and Ruler of Sharjah and
Her Highness Sheikha Jawaher
Bint Mohammed Al Qasimi, Wife
of the Ruler of Sharjah, Founder
and Patron of the Friends of
Cancer Patients Society (FoCP),
International Ambassador of the
World Cancer Declaration for
Union for International Cancer
Control (UICC) and International
Ambassador
for
Childhood
Cancer for UICC.
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Pink Caravan coporate wellness days

Philips

Altier Event

CARREFOUR

JBR Activation

Marks and Spencers

AbuDhabi Investment
Authority

SKY DIVE

Scarf Fashion Show

The Galleria

Fairmont RAK
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World Trade
Centre
AbuDhabi

NAKHEEL

Sharjah Ladies Club

Marasi

CARREFOUR
MAF

ILL BORRO LUNCH
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Breast cancer awareness month medical statistics

Corporate

AED
496,876.30
TOTAL
FUNDRAISED

Government
Academic Institutions
External Activation

23
10
5
19

57

Awareness
Events

Positive
Cancer
Cases

3

1,516

Clinical
Examination
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FoCP Takes ‘Relay for Life’ Walkathon on the Road

Cancer organisation takes promotional campaign for November 17-18 fund-raising
initiative to schools, universities and public places
Relay For Life Road Show
FoCP Takes ‘Relay for Life'
Walkathon on the Road
| 16 October, 2017
Awareness Activation
|
& Fundraising
| AUS, Sharjah, U.A.E

Date

Venue

09 - Sep - 2017

Gems Dubai

02 - Oct - 2017

Emirates Acadamy of Hospital Management

10 - Oct - 2017

New York University - Abudhabi

16 - Oct - 2017

AUS, Sharjah

19 - Oct - 2017

SAIF Mall, SAIF Zone

01 to 11- Nov - 2017

Sharjah Book Fair

03 to 04 - Nov - 2017

Safeer Mall, Sharjah

Friends of Cancer Patients (FoCP)
is taking its ‘UAE Relay for Life’
walkathon to a series of shows
at schools, universities and malls
around the UAE. The non-profit
organisation, which is dedicated
to fighting cancer and supporting
patients, is hosting its 24-hour
exercise event on November
17-18 at American University of
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institutions and public places in
the UAE. Our aim is to encourage
participation in the walkathon,
optimise the fundraising aspect
of the event and raise awareness
about cancer. The UAE’s first
ever Relay for Life walkathon is
a wonderful community initiative
that brings people together for
a united cause,” said Badr Al
Jaaidi, Events and Logistics Senior
Executive at FoCP.
“Everyone
is
eligible
to
participate in the UAE Relay for
Life. Tickets are priced at AED 100
for adults and AED 60 for children
below 14 years. Now is the time
for individuals to get registered
and to encourage their friends
and families to sponsor their
participation and raise money
for what is a wonderful cause.
Further information about the
event, how to donate funds and
how to register, can be found at:
www.focp.ae/relayforlifeuae,”
he added.
Organised in collaboration with
the American Cancer Society,
UAE Relay for Life is a 24-hour
walkathon that is being held
for the first time in the MENA
region. The activity takes the
form of a 24-hour walk around
the athletics track at AUS, with
the overnight element designed
to promote community solidarity

and to remember loved ones
lost to cancer. The event will
raise funds for cancer patients
in the UAE through both the
registration fee and through
the individual ‘Relayers’ and
team
fundraising
activities.
All proceeds generated from
the walkathon will go towards
supporting cancer patients and
their families in the UAE.
Relay for Life has its origins in
1985 in the USA, when colorectal
surgeon
Dr.
Gordy
Klatt
organised the first ever event
and successfully raised $27,000
for his local cancer charity. Since
then it has gone on to become
the largest fundraising event for
cancer in the world. Currently
taking place in 29 countries,
Relay for Life has raised more
than $5 billion to this day and all
the funds collected were used
in support of cancer patients
worldwide.
Relay for Life has already taken
its
roadshow
to
American
University Sharjah, GEMS and the
Emirates Academy of Hospitality
Management. It will now be
travelling to Dubai Outlet Mall,
Jebel Ali Free Zone, New York
University. The organisers of the
event say that the visits form part
of a comprehensive publicity
drive to promote the walkathon.

“Running up to November 17
FoCP, will be organising a series
of activities, workshops and
events, as well as hosting a
number of personalities to drive
participation in the UAE Relay for
Life. We encourage everyone to
join in with the initiative, which
was inspired by the vision of His
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Supreme
Council Member and Ruler of
Sharjah and which is in perfect
alignment with the UAE’s Year of
Giving. We would love to see all
citizens, young and old, to join us
at American University of Sharjah
on November 17-18 to show
their community spirit and their
commitment to fighting cancer,”
added Al Jaaidi.
FoCP has provided medical
treatment, as well as other forms
of support, for more than 3,700
cancer patients and their families
since it was founded in 1999. The
organisation was established
to help alleviate the moral and
financial burden that cancer
often imposes for patients and
their families. Among its offerings
are meeting the costs of patients
wishing to undertake religious
pilgrimages, hosting recreation
and exciting external activations
in hospitals and providing respite
breaks for family members.

Sharjah (AUS) and has embarked
on a roadshow awareness
initiative to encourage people to
take part.
“FoCP has ramped up its
preparations for next month’s
UAE Relay for Life, which is
being held at AUS, through a
programme of visiting academic
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FoCP Calls on UAE Community to Register in MENA’s First
Ever “Relay For Life” to Support Cancer Patients

event, how to donate funds and
how to register, can be found at:
www.focp.ae/relayforlifeuae,”
he added.
Organised in collaboration with
the American Cancer Society,
UAE Relay for Life is a 24-hour
walkathon that is being held
for the first time in the MENA
region. The activity takes the
form of a 24-hour walk around
the athletics track at AUS, with
the overnight element designed
to promote community solidarity
and to remember loved ones
lost to cancer. The event will
raise funds for cancer patients
in the UAE through both the
registration fee and through
the individual ‘Relayers’ and
team
fundraising
activities.
All proceeds generated from
the walkathon will go towards
supporting cancer patients and
their families in the UAE.

24-hour walkathon challenge raises funds and awareness of cancer relief

24 - hour walkathon
challenge raises funds and
awareness of cancer relief
| 26 October, 2017
|

Awareness Activation
& Fundraising

| Sharjah, U.A.E

Friends of Cancer Patients
(FoCP) is taking its ‘UAE Relay
for Life’ walkathon to a series
of shows at schools, universities
and malls around the UAE. The
non-profit organisation, which
is dedicated to fighting cancer
and supporting patients, is
hosting its 24-hour exercise
event on November 17-18 at
American University of Sharjah
(AUS) and has embarked on a
roadshow awareness initiative to
encourage people to take part.
“FoCP has ramped up its
preparations for next month’s
UAE Relay for Life, which is
being held at AUS, through a
programme of visiting academic
institutions and public places in
the UAE. Our aim is to encourage
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participation in the walkathon,
optimise the fundraising aspect
of the event and raise awareness
about cancer. The UAE’s first
ever Relay for Life walkathon is
a wonderful community initiative
that brings people together
for a united cause,” said Badr
Al Jaaidi, Events and Logistics
Senior Executive at FoCP.

Relay for Life has its origins in
1985 in the USA, when colorectal
surgeon
Dr.
Gordy
Klatt
organised the first ever event

and successfully raised $27,000
for his local cancer charity. Since
then it has gone on to become
the largest fundraising event for
cancer in the world. Currently
taking place in 29 countries,
Relay for Life has raised more
than $5 billion to this day and all
the funds collected were used
in support of cancer patients
worldwide.
Relay for Life has already taken
its roadshow to American
University Sharjah, GEMS and the
Emirates Academy of Hospitality
Management. It will now be
travelling to Dubai Outlet Mall,
Jebel Ali Free Zone, New York
University. The organisers of the
event say that the visits form part
of a comprehensive publicity
drive to promote the walkathon.
“Running up to November 17
FoCP, will be organising a series
of activities, workshops and
events, as well as hosting a
number of personalities to drive
participation in the UAE Relay for
Life. We encourage everyone to

join in with the initiative, which
was inspired by the vision of His
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Supreme
Council Member and Ruler of
Sharjah and which is in perfect
alignment with the UAE’s Year
of Giving. We would love to see
all citizens, young and old, to
join us at American University of
Sharjah on November 17-18 to
show their community spirit and
their commitment to fighting
cancer,” added Al Jaaidi.
FoCP has provided medical
treatment, as well as other forms
of support, for more than 3,700
cancer patients and their families
since it was founded in 1999. The
organisation was established
to help alleviate the moral and
financial burden that cancer
often imposes for patients and
their families. Among its offerings
are meeting the costs of patients
wishing to undertake religious
pilgrimages, hosting recreation
and exciting external activations
in hospitals and providing respite
breaks for family members.

“Everyone
is
eligible
to
participate in the UAE Relay for
Life. Tickets are priced at AED 100
for adults and AED 60 for children
below 14 years. Now is the time
for individuals to get registered
and to encourage their friends
and families to sponsor their
participation and raise money
for what is a wonderful cause.
Further information about the
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The UAE’s First Relay For Life Will Give Invaluable Support to
the Nation’s Cancer Patients

Organiser of first ever event in UAE, which takes place November 17-18 in Sharjah, says
that community solidarity is as important as fund-raising aspect

The UAE's First Relay For Life
Will Give Invaluable Support
to the Nation's Cancer Patients
| 30 October, 2017
|

Awareness Activation
& Fundraising

| Sharjah, U.A.E

The UAE community is about to
generate the kind of emotional
support for cancer patients
residing in the country like never
before. The world’s largest
cancer fundraiser, Relay for
Life, a 24-hour walkathon will be
hosted at the American University
Sharjah (AUS) on November
17-18, and it goes without
saying how valuable people’s
wholehearted
participation
will be for those suffering from
the disease. Just knowing that
those fighting cancer are being
cheered on by community, is just
as important as the funds that
the event will generate.
“The forthcoming UAE Relay for
Life - the first time that the event
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is being held in the region - is one
of the important and engaging
community-focused
initiative
that Friends of Cancer Patients
Society will be conducting this
year. The activity has a number
of equally valuable components,
with fundraising, being one
of them, raising community
awareness about the need to
fight cancer and showing cancer
patients and their families that
we as a society care about them
the third,” said Dr Sawsan Al
Madhi, Director General of FoCP.

at AUS. The event will start in the
afternoon of Friday November
17 and finish the same time the
following day. The overnight
element of the walk has been
designed to promote community
solidarity with cancer patients
who often feel a sense of
loneliness at night and to create
a hallowed ambience where
participants can remember and
honour loved ones lost to cancer.

coming out to walk the track at
American University Sharjah over
24 hours for the cause,” said Amel
Al Mazmi, Beneficiary Support &
Community Affairs Manager at
FoCP.

FoCP is keen to stress that
everyone is eligible to participate
in the UAE Relay for Life. Tickets
are priced at AED 100 for adults
and AED 60 for children below 14
years. Further information about
the event, how to donate funds
and how to register, can be found
at: www.focp.ae/relayforlifeUAE.

UAE Relay for Life will raise
funds for cancer patients in
the UAE through its registration
fee, merchandise sold at kiosks
located at the event and
through the individual ‘relayers’
and relayer team fundraising
activities. All proceed generated
from the walkathon will go
towards
supporting
cancer
patients and their families in the
UAE, but FoCP says that just as
important is the psychological
impact that the event will have
on those touched by the disease.

“We expect that the UAE Relay
for Life will have a hugely positive
impact on cancer patients and
survivors across the country, as
well as the families and friends
of those with the disease. As the
first such event in the region, this
will show those in the community
who have to live with and face
the consequences of cancer
every day that they have strong
support. We are hoping that
a large body of people will be

“Living with cancer can be a
long and difficult road for those
diagnosed with the disease and
loneliness
often
compounds
the physical pain experienced.
Through Relay for Life we want to
show the efforts as a community
for cancer patients and their
families. From our experience
in caring for cancer patients,
we know the positive effect
that moral support has on them
and this is something that is

magnified exponentially when
more people are involved in
such supportive activities. For this
reason we would love to see all
citizens, from all ages, join us at
American University of Sharjah
on November 17-18 to show
their community ethos and their
commitment to fighting cancer,”
added Dr Sawsan Al Madhi.
The first ever Relay for Life event
took place in 1985 in the USA,
when colorectal surgeon Dr.
Gordy Klatt successfully raised
$27,000 for his local cancer
charity. Since then it has gone on
to become the largest fundraising
event for cancer in the world and
one that now takes place in 29
countries, with the UAE the most
recent addition. Relay for Life
has to date raised more than $5
billion (AED18.3 billion) in support
of cancer patients worldwide.
Relay for life is proud to be
supported by generous partners;
Platinum: Crescent petroleum
and Bank of Sharjah, Gold:
Petrofac, Bronze: RTS Investment.

Organised in collaboration with
the American Cancer Society,
UAE Relay for Life is a 24-hour
walking challenge that will take
place around the athletics track
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Relay For Life 35 year old legacy in raising cancer
awareness

• Relay for Life a New Step in Raising Awareness of Cancer in Region
• Two-day event is inspired by the Relay for Life event organised by the American Cancer
Society since 1985
• Sharjah the latest addition to initiative that now spans 29 countries
• 24-hour walkathon to take place November 17-18, at American University of Sharjah
• Walk aims to raise awareness about cancer and encourage community collaboration to
fight disease

Relay For Life 35 year old
legacy in raising cancer
awareness
| 25 October, 2017
|

Awareness Activation
& Fundraising

| Sharjah, U.A.E
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The first ever ‘UAE Relay for
Life’ will significantly elevate
the profile for the fight against
cancer in the region, so says
the event’s organisers, Friends of
Cancer Patients (FoCP). The nonprofit organisation dedicated to
supporting cancer patients and
their families says that hosting
the 24-hour walking challenge
for the first time in the MENA
region constitutes a significant
step forward in raising awareness
about the disease.

community
spirit
through
involvement. We are therefore
encouraging
everyone
to
participate in what will be
a seminal event for cancer
awareness in the region,” said
Badr Al Juaadi, Senior Logistics
Executive at FoCP.

November 17-18 at American
University of Sharjah. FoCP says
that by participating in the first
ever Relay for Life, the ‘relayers’
will be instrumental in taking the
global initiative to the next level
and will become an important
part of the narrative of the event.

Everyone is eligible to participate
in the UAE Relay for Life. Tickets
are priced at AED 100 for adults
and AED 60 for children below
14 years. Individuals can register
and encourage their friends
and families to sponsor their
participation and raise money for
the wonderful cause of cancer
awareness. Further information
about the event, how to donate
funds and how to register, can
be found at: www.focp.ae/
relayforlifeuae,

“Relay for Life has its roots
in the USA, when in 1985
colorectal surgeon Dr. Gordy
Klatt organised the first ever
event in Tacoma, Washington
and raised $27,000 for his local
cancer charity. The next year,
he was party to an event that
saw 19 teams participating,
with $33,000 raised. Since then
Relay for Life has gone on to
become the largest fundraising
event for cancer in the world. It
has to date raised more than $5
billion (AED18.3 billion) in support
of cancer patients and is now
held in 29 countries, with the UAE
being its most recent addition to

Organised in collaboration with
the American Cancer Society,
UAE Relay for Life will take place

the global network,” added Al
Juaadi.
Relay for Life aims to promote
community
solidarity
with
cancer
patients,
with
the
overnight element of the walk
designed to engender empathy
for those whose physical pain
is exacerbated by the sense
of loneliness that can be felt
during the nighttime. The event
will raise funds for cancer
patients in the UAE through the
registration fee for participation,
through the proceeds from the
sale of products at kiosks at
the event venue and through
the sponsorship arranged by
the relayers. All proceeds will
go towards supporting cancer
patients and their families, with
the organisers saying that the
walkathon aligns perfectly with
the UAE’s Year of Giving.

“Having Relay for Life in the
MENA region for the first time in
collaboration with the American
Cancer Society is not only a
huge boost for our fight against
cancer, it gives us a fantastic
opportunity to come together
as a community and to show our
solidarity with cancer patients
and their families. Alongside the
24-hour event is a programme
of fundraising activities that
have been designed to both
generate much needed finance
for the cause and to generate
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EEMEA-EEPO Patient
organisations connect
| 15 - 17 October, 2017
| Conference
| Oman
JoyCart
| 16 October, 2017
| Beneficiary Support
| Dubai Hospital
Dubai, U.A.E

Pfizer Patient Summit

| 16 & 17 October, 2017
| Conference
| Vienna, Austria
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Arabic Cancer Atlas
Launching in
Washington DC
| 18 October, 2017
| Partnership
| Washington
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Final Golf Tournament
Sixteen 10
| 26 October, 2017
| Fundraising
| DP World, Dubai

67

AWARENESS ACTIVATION

NOVEMBER 2017

Participating in the inauguration lap with cancer survivors

Jawahar Al Qasimi Launches ‘Relay for Life’

the MENA region commenced
at 4pm today and will finish at
the same time tomorrow. The
overnight event has attracted the
participation of more than 2,000
‘relayers,’ with individuals and
institutions taking part including
52 schools, six universities, eight
partners, 37 government and
private institutions and 67 cancer
survivors.
Relay for Life has its roots in the USA
in 1985. Organised by colorectal
surgeon Dr. Gordon Klatt, the first
ever event raised $27,000 for his
local cancer charity but since
then has gone on to become
the largest fundraising event for
cancer in the world. Currently
taking place in 29 countries, Relay
for Life has to date raised more
than $5 billion (AED18.3 billion)
in support of cancer patients
worldwide.

• More than 2,000 participants attend to support cancer patients and raise donations
• Walkathon is first Relay for Life to take place in MENA region
• Event part of the global Relay for Life movement organised by the American Cancer
Society since 1985

Jawahar Al Qasimi
Launches ‘Relay for Life’
| 17 November, 2017
|

Awareness Activation
& Fundraising

| AUS, Sharjah, U.A.E

With
the
participation
of
more than 2,000 people, Her
Highness Sheikha Jawaher bint
Mohammed Al Qasimi, wife of
His Highness the Ruler of Sharjah
and Founder and Royal Patron
of Friends of Cancer Patients
(FoCP), today (Friday), launched
the region’s first ever Relay for
Life at the American University
of Sharjah, a 24-hour walkathon
aimed at generating publicity
and funds for the fight against
cancer.
Sheikha Jawaher Al Qasimi, who
is the International Ambassador
of the World Cancer Declaration
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for the Union for International
Cancer Control (UICC) and
International Ambassador for
Childhood Cancer for UICC,
participated in the first lap of the
walkathon with cancer survivors,
highlighting the importance of
raising awareness of the disease
and the necessity for screening
for its early detection - the most
important factor in survival and
recovery.
Organised by Friends of Cancer
Patients (FoCP), the non-profit
organisation
that
supports
cancer patients and their
families, the inaugural event for

Addressing the relayers, their
supporters and all those involved
at the start of the walkathon, Her
Highness Sheikha Jawaher bint
Mohammed Al Qasimi thanked
everyone for their time and effort
in participating what Her Highness
said was an extremely important
and noble cause.
“Today, we have come together
to continue a story that began
in 1999 when we launched
Friends of Cancer Patients,
which is dedicated to standing
by cancer patients and lending
them a helping hand. Hard work
and dedication characterises our
journey of 18 years, during which
we have grown to become what
we are today – an institution that
has brought the world’s largest
cancer fundraiser, the Relay
for Life walkathon, to the MENA
region for the first time. Every step

you will take today will add to
the flame of hope, making it burn
higher and stronger in the lives of
those for whom we are all here
today,” said Her Highness.
“We are here today to send
a message of hope and our
eagerness to uphold every
chance of survival. Cancer
statistics show that there are 1.4
million people are diagnosed
with cancer worldwide each
year and 8.2 million cancerrelated deaths.
However,
figures also show that cancer is
a preventable disease, with 3040% of cancer deaths could be
prevented, and a third of cancer
cases are treatable through early
diagnosis and treatment.,”
“This is why we stand her today
to send a message to the entire
world. We call on the international
community, both individuals and
organisations, to unify their efforts,
so we can together open a door
of hope for cancer sufferers and
their families who live the disease
or are affected by it every day.’
Her Highness added
Addressing the participants about
Sharjah International Labroutary,
Her Highness said: “The Sharjah
International Laboratory, which
operates within the framework
of the Crick Research Center in
London, is a scientific lighthouse
that illuminates the way for many
cancer patients worldwide and
gives them new hope with every
new discovery, a fruit of their
daily efforts at the lab.”
During her speech, Sawsan Jafar,
Chairperson, Board of Directors,
FoCP said: “We gather today in
Sharjah to continue this journey
initiated in 1985 by Dr. Gordon
Klatt and for the first time in the

Middle East and North Africa, in
partnership with the American
Cancer Society and under the
patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad AlQasimi, Ruler of Sharjah and Her
Highness Sheikha Jawaher bint
Mohammed Al-Qasimi. From this
beacon of education, which has
nurtured generations, we ‘Relay
for Life’ to stand alongside every
patient and to proclaim our unity.
With you, we take steady strides
through this great community
effort sharing in with relayers from
around the world the message of
hope, faith and support,”
“Relay For Life is more than just a
fundraiser, it’s more than just an
event. It is collective community.
A community of survivors, a
community of caregivers, a
community of individuals and
corporate citizens from all walks
of life who are here today to
say ‘enough!’ Enough pain and
suffering from cancer. We have
come together to celebrate
life. Celebrate the lives we have
saved because of scientific and
medical discovery. We have
come together to remember.
Remember those we have lost
due to this horrible disease. We
have come together to fight back
against cancer. To empower
ourselves with knowledge and
a resolve to never stop fighting.
Notice that there is no finish line
on this track today. At least not
yet. Because there is no finish line
until we find a cure. We are not
going to stop. And that is the
symbolism for walking together
for 24 hours,” said Bob Chapman,
Managing Director, Global Relay
For Life.
Dr. Björn Kjerfve, Chancellor of
American University of Sharjah,
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welcomed the hosting of Relay
RFL at his institution, saying: “We
at American University of Sharjah
are proud to be a part of this
campaign and to affirm our full
support by hosting this important
event on our campus. Since its
inception, the university has been
committed to forging strong
partnerships with organisations
such as Friends of Cancer
Patients, which play such an
important role in helping provide
solutions to the challenges facing
society.”
Attending the launch ceremony
alongside Sheikha Jawaher Al
Qasimi were Hessa Buhumaid,
Minister
of
Community
Development; HE Sawsan Jafar,
Chairperson, Board of Directors,
FoCP; HE Sheikha Lubna bint
Khalid bin Sultan Al Qasimi,
President of Zayed University; Bob
Chapman, Managing Director,
Global Relay For Life; Dr. Björn
Kjerfve, Chancellor of American
University of Sharjah; Reem Bin
Karam, Director of NAMA; Jassim
Mohammed Al Bloushi, Chairman,
Sharjah Tatweer Forum and
Member of the Board of Trustees
of Rubu’ Qarn Foundation; Nada
Askar Al Naqbi, Director General
of
Sharjah
Women
Sports
Foundation; Sheikha Jawaher
bint Abdullah Al Qasimi, Director
of Sharjah International Children’s
Film Festival and FoCP’s Board of
Directives; Khawla Al Haj, Head of
the Friends for Diabetes Society;
Amna Al Shanasi, Manager of
Sharjah Ladies Club Branches
and Iman Rashid Saif, Director of
Health Education, Department of
the Supreme Council for Family
Affairs.
Also attending were Noha
Mohammed Safar Vice President
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and Member of Board of Trustees
of FoCP; Adalat Nakash, FoCP
Honorary Member; Mira Taryam,
FoCP Board Member; Hamid Jafar,
Founder and Chairman of the
Crescent Group of companies;
Sheikh Saqr Bin Mohammed Al
Qasimi, Chairman of the Sharjah
Sports Council; Varouj Nerguizian,
Executive Director and General
Manager of Bank of Sharjah and
representatives from the Belgian
council and Philippine council.
The Relay for Life launch ceremony
screened a documentary video
of the overall preparations for the
walkathon and another revealing
the vision of the event, its history,
its impact on the face of cancer
and its support for patients and
survivors. Now underway, the
walkathon comprises a number
of themes at set times, including
a ‘make a new friend lap,’ a
‘sing-along lap,’ a ‘movement
lap,’ a ‘casual lap,’ a ‘tutu lap,’
a ‘glow lap,’ a ‘superhero lap,’ a
‘conga lap,’ a ‘wake up lap,’ a
‘three-legged lap,’ a ‘kids’ lap,’
a ‘family lap,’ a ‘silly hat lap,’ a
‘make some noise lap,’ a ‘selfie
lap,’ a ‘fancy dress lap,’ a ‘crazy
hair lap’ and - finally at 3pm
today - a ‘fight back lap.’

NOVEMBER 2017
yoga, while the more energetic
can work up a sweat at the boot
camp and make the most of the
power stretching, zumba and
core express exercises on offer.
Founded in 1999, FoCP has
provided medical treatment and
financial and moral support for
more than 3,500 cancer patients
and their families. Those wishing
to join with the organisation and
participate in the first ever Relay
for Life in the MENA region should
head to American University
Sharjah today, where activities
will be leading up to the grand
finale at 4pm.

Over 40 entertainment activities
are taking place around the clock
during Relay for Life, including
live band and DJ performances,
comedy acts, poetry readings
and storytelling sessions. There
is
American
football,
golf,
bubble soccer and jousting,
while keeping the little ones
entertained are bouncy castles,
games, arts and crafts sessions,
face-painting, movies and a soft
play area. Relaxing moments
for the adults include spinning
classes, Pilates, doodling and
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Luminaria Ceremony Provides Moment of Quiet Reflection
at Relay for Life

A joint initiative from the American
Cancer Society and Friends of
Cancer Patients (FoCP) - a nonprofit organisation dedicated to
fighting the disease – the UAE
Relay for Life at AUS was the first
time that the event had been held
in the MENA region. Launched
by
Her
Highness
Sheikha
Jawaher bint Mohammed Al
Qasimi, Ambassador of the
International
Union
Against
Cancer to the World Cancer
Declaration and Royal Patron of
FoCP, the event attracted the
participation of around 2,000

‘relayers,’ with individuals and
institutions taking part including
52 schools, six universities, eight
partners, 37 government and
private institutions and 67 cancer
survivors.

billion (AED18.3 billion) in support
of cancer patients worldwide,
with the event now taking place
in 29 countries.

Relay for Life can be traced to
1985 when colorectal surgeon
Dr. Gordy Klatt in the USA
successfully raised $27,000 for
his local cancer charity. Since
then, it has gone on to become
the largest fundraising event for
cancer in the world. Relay for Life
has to date raised more than $5

Candles illuminated in remembrance of those who have died from cancer as well as in
honour of those who have survived the disease

Luminaria Ceremony
Provides Moment of Quiet
Reflection at Relay for Life
| 18 November, 2017
|

Awareness Activation
& Fundraising

| AUS, Sharjah, U.A.E

A period of quiet reflection
created a temporary pause in
the fun and laughter at the UAE
Relay for Life on Friday evening,
with the hosting of the event’s
‘Luminaria’ ceremony. A major
activity in the 24-hour cancer
awareness walkathon, the special
observance
commemorated
loved ones lost to cancer as well
as honoured those who have
survived the disease.
Taking place at 9pm on Friday
evening, the Relay for Life
Luminaria ceremony temporarily
halted the 24 hours of walking
around the athletics track at
American
University
Sharjah,
which had commenced at 4pm
that day. Participants instead
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gathered to sit on the track to
hear inspirational stories of cancer
survival from the adjacent stage,
to listen to the emotional recital of
a poem and to receive a stirring
rendition of ‘Nessun Dorma’ from
an opera singer.
Cancer survivors, caregivers and
others touched by the disease
were asked to stand in turn, with
each group receiving applause.
Illuminated
candles
were
then placed around the track
perimeter, each one in memory
of a loved one who had died
from the disease or to celebrate
someone who had defeated
it. The activity culminated in a
Luminaria lap of honour from the
participants.
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Luminaria Ceremony at UAE relay for life a symbol that
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Relay for Life Concludes with a Burst of Positive Energy
against Cancer

balloons held aloft to celebrate
the walkathon’s grand finale, a
closing ceremony was hosted to
thank the participants for their
time, energy and commitment
to such a worthy cause.
During the ceremony, a video
was screened of the activities
taking place over the previous
24 hours. The images started with
the launch of the inaugural Relay
for Life by Sheikha Jawaher
Al Qasimi, Ambassador of the
International
Union
Against
Cancer to the World Cancer
Declaration. It then showed Her
Highness participating in the
first lap of the walkathon with
cancer survivors, highlighting the
importance of raising awareness
of the disease and the necessity
for screening for its early
detection.

• Participants travelled from as far as the UK
• More than 2,000 participants took part in 24-hour walkathon at American University
Sharjah
• Event was first Relay for Life to be held in MENA region

Luminaria Ceremony
Provides Moment of Quiet
Reflection at Relay for Life
| 18 November, 2017
|

Awareness Activation
& Fundraising

| AUS, Sharjah, U.A.E

The MENA region’s first ever Relay
for Life concluded with a burst
of positive energy on Saturday
afternoon at American University
Sharjah, when participants who
had been walking the university’s
athletics track over the previous
24 hours undertook a final ‘Big
Balloon Lap.’ The stamina of
the ‘relayers’ had received a
considerable boost following the
event’s closing ceremony, which
had highlighted the incredible
efforts made by everyone
involved.
More than 2,000 relayers had
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taken part in the 24-hour
walkathon, with individuals and
institutions involved including
52 schools, six universities, eight
partners, 37 government and
private
institutions,
and
67
cancer survivors. Conducted in
conjunction with the American
Cancer Society, the event had
been organised by Friends of
Cancer Patients (FoCP), the
not-for-profit organisation that
supports cancer patients and
their families.
Before the ultimate lap, which
featured cheering, applause and

The video also showed one
particularly
inspiring
activity
at the first ever UAE Relay for
Life; the Survivors’ Tent. A main
feature of the event, the tent saw
some of the 67 cancer survivors
attending address audiences
with their personal stories about
their diagnoses, treatment and
defeat of the disease. Taking
questions from those present,
the survivors of all nationalities
were able to offer advice and
discuss coping mechanisms for
attendees currently affected by
cancer.
“What can I say and where do I
start? I am overwhelmed and so
happy that we have managed to
realise this dream of being part of
this special relay and introducing
it to this part of the world. I want
to thank each and every one
of you; our participants, our
supporters, our sponsors, all you

survivors and all you caregivers.
Of course, I would like to give
a very special thank you to the
American University Sharjah, to
the faculty, administration and
students. I would also like to
say special thanks to the board
of directors of FoCP and to the
fantastic team of FoCP who
have worked tirelessly for this
event,” said HE Sawsan Jafar,
Chairperson of FoCP Board of
Directors.
“On behalf of the millions and
millions of relayers from around
the world on six continents, 29
countries, and growing over 33
years, people just like you walking
around a track just like this, raising
awareness and raising funds,
having fun, doing it is nothing
short of amazing. I declare the
inaugural event here in the
Middle East a ‘relay success’,”
said Bob Chapman, Managing
Director, Global Relay For Life.
“I have been through three
years of misdiagnoses and have
had various surgeries, with my
condition being unstable at times.
Because of these misdiagnoses I
didn’t realise that I had cancer.
This event provides us with the
empowering of hope and I would
like to see this Relay for Life take
place every year,” said Sara, a
cancer survivor, who took to the
stage to tell her story.
Wrapping
up
the
closing
ceremony before the final
walkathon lap was an awards
ceremony that honoured all those
participants who had excelled in
their commitment to the first ever
Relay for Life in the MENA region.
Dr. Björn Kjerfve, Chancellor of
American University of Sharjah,
was the first to be honoured

with and received an American
Cancer Society history book to
thank him for everything that the
university had done to facilitate
the event.
Nicholas from Team Icarus won
two pairs of Skechers trainers
for being the first individual to
sign up to tackling the track on
his own for the 24 hours, while
Greg Ross from Team Petrofac
also picked up two pairs for
successfully covering 27km in
three hours. Team Maguna won
20 pairs of Skechers trainers, as
well as a meal for two at Haaya
restaurant in Madinat Jumeirah,
for being the team that had
raised the most funds for the
event.
Team Taryam were honoured
for their fundraising activities in
their campsite at the track side,
receiving a Talise Spa 60 minute
massage and pair of Skechers
trainers for all team members,
while Chaloub Group were
recognised for their kids’ set up,
with team members receiving
a one night stay at Ramada
Downtown with breakfast and a
pair of Skechers trainers each.
The most enthusiastic fundraising
team was voted to be March On,
with a special mention given to
the young cancer survivor Jessica
who had donated her hair and
who had raised money with her
friends through a bracelet sale.
The team received 11 Ski Dubai
Snow Park children’s vouchers
for their efforts. Also from the
same team, Niamh Chell was
honoured as the youngest hair
donor, receiving four Dubai Park
and Resort passes.
A special award was given to
Team Hollie who had flown in
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from the UK in memory of their
young family member, Hollie. The
team members had conducted
a cake bake sale on the sidelines
of the event, which sold out in
hours.
“When we started this event 24
hours ago we said that we were
here together to fight a disease
that never sleeps. How many of
you got any sleep last night? I
went to sleep at 3am, but I had
to make sure that one of my
team members was on the track.
It’s a relay tradition to keep one
person from each team on the
track at all times. This track has
been pretty lively for 24 hours,
so I’d say we did it,” said Abdul
Ghani Soucar, FoCP volunteer
and emcee at the Relay for Life
closing ceremony.
Relay for life then concluded
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with the final Big Balloon Lap, with
the participants dancing their
way around the track to music
from the stage loudspeakers.
The circuit was the last in the
many thousands that had been
undertaken by the participants,
with half of them completed
during the nocturnal hours. The
24 hour nature of the event had
been designed to highlight that
cancer is a disease that doesn’t
sleep and also to show solidarity
with cancer patients who often
feel a sense of loneliness during
the small hours.
Relay for Life has its roots in the
USA when it was conceived
more than three decades ago.
Organised by colorectal surgeon
Dr. Gordon Klatt, the first ever
event in 1985 raised $27,000 for
his local cancer charity and
has since gone on to become

NOVEMBER 2017
the largest fundraising event for
cancer in the world. Currently
taking place in 29 countries,
Relay for Life has to date raised
more than $5 billion (AED18.3
billion) in support of cancer
patients worldwide.
Founded in 1999, FoCP strives to
promote awareness about the six
early detectable cancers; breast
cancer, cervical cancer, prostate
cancer, skin cancer, testicular
cancer and colorectal cancer.
The organisation also provides
moral and financial support to
hundreds of cancer patients and
their families, irrespective of their
age, nationality culture or creed.
FoCP has so far succeeded in
providing support to more than
3,700 cancer patients in the UAE.
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Sharjah International
Book Fair

NOVEMBER 2017

Joy Cart

| 1 - 11 November, 2017

| 16 November, 2017

| Awareness Activation

| Beneficiary Support

| Expo center,
Sharjah, UAE

| Dubai Hospital, Dubai

Belgian Week - UAE

Color My World

| 5 - 6 November, 2017
| Awareness Activation
| Sheraton Hotel
Sharjah, U.A.E
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| 23 November, 2017
| Beneficiary Support
| Sharjah Ladies Club,
Sharjah
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Sultan Al Qasimi to attend Second Global NCD Alliance
Forum – Sharjah Builds on Success of First Edition

United Kingdom, Pakistan, Bahrain,

a Pakistani physician and former

Forces to Tackle the Determinants

Kuwait,

Maldives,

federal minister of the Government of

of NCDs’, ‘Promoting the Meaningful

Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Singapore,

Pakistan who has strong civil society

Involvement of People Living With

Australia,

Jamaica,

credentials as founder of Heartfile.

NCDs’, ‘Driving National Planning on

Chile, Philippines, Germany, France,

Dr. Nishtar is also co-Chair of WHO

NCDs’.

Zambia,

Lebanon,

High-Level Global Commission on

Canada, Egypt, Nepal, Cameroon,

Non-Communicable Diseases; and

The second plenary beginning at

Indonesia,

Dr Alexander Lyon, Senior Lecturer

1.30pm is titled ‘Breaking Down Silos,

in

Building

Bangladesh,
Paraguay,
Mozambique,
Finland,

Argentina,

Ethiopia and many others across five

Cardiology,

Imperial

College

Synergies:
in

the

Accelerating

London and Consultant Cardiologist,

NCDs

Royal Brompton Hospital, UK.

Development Agenda’.

under the patronage of Her Highness

The theme ‘Stepping up the Pace for

At 3.15pm, delegates can attend

Sheikha Jawaher bint Mohammed

NCDs: Making 2018 count’, reaffirms

workshops on ‘Integrating Efforts for

Al Qasimi, wife of His Highness the

the

commitment

NCDs and Women’s and Children’s

Ruler of Sharjah, and Founder and

to put intentions into action. NCDs

Health’, ‘Addressing NCDs as a

Patron of FoCP and International

–

cardiovascular

Barrier to Poverty Reduction and

Ambassador for the World Cancer

disease, chronic respiratory diseases

Development’, ‘Using the Law to

Declaration

for

and diabetes – account for 68% of

Safeguard

International Cancer Control and

global mortality, or two out of every

NCDs’,

three deaths.

Health: At the Intersection of NCDs,

continents.

2030

Sustainable

The three-day forum is being held

of

International

the

Union

Ambassador

for

NCD

mainly

Alliance’s
cancer,

and

Reduce
Planetary

In keeping with the commitment to

and ‘Ensuring Sustainable Healthy

Some of the most respected experts

provide practical resources, a key

Diets for All’, which brings the end of

in the field of NCDs speaking at the

focus of this year’s forum, organised

day two to a close at 5pm.

event include: HRH Princess Dina

by the NCD Alliance, a civil society

Mired, President-Elect of the Union

alliance uniting 2,000 organisations

On the third and final day, an

for International Cancer Control,

across the world is to mobilise high-

invitation only breakfast takes place

who was the first Arab and non-

level political leadership to address

from 7 – 8.30am, with doors opening

medical professional to have been

NCDs, 80% of which occur in low-

for the plenary session ‘Growing the

elected in such a prestigious global

and middle-income countries.

Movement: Equipping Civil Society
to Fulfil its Roles in the NCD Response’

post; Sir George Alleyne, a medical
graduate of the University of the West

Following the opening ceremony by

at 9am.

Indies who worked under Professor

His Highness the Ruler of Sharjah at

Communicable Diseases) Alliance

responsible for more than 40 million

John

Tropical

4pm today, the first plenary session

At 11am, workshops include ‘Through

Forum

deaths globally each year.

Metabolism Research Unit at UWI;

‘The Global NCD Response: Taking

the Magnifying Glass: Leveraging

José Luis Castro, an expert in global

Stock,

and

Accountability Efforts in NCDs’, ‘Using

The

Sultan Al Qasimi to attend
Second Global NCD
Alliance Forum – Sharjah
Builds on Success of
First Edition

‘Human

and

Urbanisation and Climate Change’,

Childhood Cancer.

• Sharjah chosen as host for world’s most influential non-communicable disease forum for
first two editions
• More than 80 expert speakers from UAE, Kenya, Mexico, United States, United Kingdom,
Switzerland, Brazil, Jordon, India, Zanzibar and more
• Participants include 350 scientists, medical pioneers, support groups, NGOs from 68
countries

Health

second

Global

taking

December

place

begins

NCD

(Non-

from
in

9-11

non-communicable

diseases

–

Sharjah

Waterlow

in

the

Reviewing

Progress,

tomorrow (Saturday – 4pm) in the

Having held the highly successful

health, organisational development

Looking Ahead to the 2018 UN High-

Research to Advance Evidence-

presence of His Highness Sheikh Dr.

inaugural edition and influenced

and

level Meeting’ begins at 5pm and

based Advocacy and Policymaking’,

Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi,

global agendas on NCDs in 2015,

who spent 27 years working on

concludes day one at 6.15pm.

‘Promoting the Best Buys for NCDs:

Member of the Supreme Council

Sharjah-based Friends of Cancer

tuberculosis, tobacco control and

| 07 December, 2017

Ruler of Sharjah, and Her Highness

Patients (FoCP) will welcome more

non-communicable diseases; Katie

Sheikha Jawaher bint Mohammed Al

than 350 delegates and 80 expert

Dain, Chief Executive Officer of

| Partnership

Qasimi, wife of His Highness the Ruler

speakers to the Jawaher Reception

the NCD Alliance, who has been a

of Sharjah, Founder and Patron of

and Convention Centre, including

part of the team since its founding

FoCP. The organisers, NCD Alliance

scientists, medical pioneers, support

in 2009; Dr. Tom Frieden, one of the

has chosen the emirate to host the

groups, NGOs and civil societies

world’s leading public health experts

first two editions of the event, where

from 68 countries such as Kenya,

and President and Chief Executive

most respected NCD health experts

Mexico, the United States, the United

Officer of ‘Resolve to Save Lives’, a

from around the world strategies

Kingdom, Switzerland, Brazil, Jordon,

$225 million, 5-year initiative housed

on how reduce the incidence of

India, Zanzibar Sweden, Norway,

at Vital Strategies; Dr. Sania Nishtar,

|

Al Jawaher Reception
& Convention Centre
Sharjah UAE.

project

implementation,

Making the Case’, ‘For the Long
On Sunday, the second day of the

Haul: Ensuring the Sustainability of

Forum begins at 9am with the plenary

NCD Alliances’ and ‘Promoting a

‘Uniting the NCD Movement for 2018:

Multi-sectoral Approach to NCDs

Framing the Narrative, Advocating

through Workplace Wellness’.

for Action and Amplifying Voices’,
followed

at

10.45am

with

the

A

final

session,

‘National

and

for

Regional Advocacy to Maximise the

Investment and Financing for NCD

UN 2018 HLM on NCDs’ takes place

Prevention and Control’, ‘Improving

from 2.15pm – 3.15pm, followed by

NCD Access and Achieving Universal

the closing ceremony of the second

Health Coverage for All’, ‘Joining

Global NCD Alliance Forum which

workshops

‘Making

a

Case

will take place between 3.30pm and

88

4.15pm.

89

WHAT’S ON

DECEMBER 2017

37

Press
Mentions

Dec 10, 2017

Sultan lists eﬀorts to curb cancer
Publication: Gulf News (Newspaper)
Circulation: 101,358

Tags: Friends of Cancer Patients, NCD

Country: United Arab Emirates
Language: English

Page: 6

AVE: $7,660.46

Section: Main Size: 111.83

Article URL: http://monitoring.nncpr.com/article/?slng=en&id=6378209&qk=2...

90

91
NNCPR

28/294

PAERNERSHIP

DECEMBER 2017

Jawaher Al Qasimi… a global vision to combat
non-communicable diseases

allocated for the health sector.
Addressing such types of diseases
needs collaborative international
efforts and strengthening support
for study centres and research
institutes to identify causes and
determine the best ways to
eliminate them.
Over the past years, the UAE was
among the first countries in the
world to support efforts aiming
to fight NCDs and donated
hundreds of millions of to funding
the setting up of research centres
and institutes to address diseases
like cancer and polio. The UAE
launched
several
initiatives
aimed at promoting healthy
lifestyles and physical activity to
combat obesity, diabetes, blood
pressure and related diseases.

Jawaher Al Qasimi…
a global vision to combat
non-communicable
diseases
| 08 December, 2017
| Partnership
|
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Al Jawaher Reception
& Convention Centre
Sharjah UAE.

Non-communicable
diseases
(NCDs) represent a real dilemma
for countries across the world
and a big challenge to the
various world health sectors as
the number of people with NCDs
has
increased
considerably
during the past decades. NCDs
have recently become an
emerging pandemic globally
with disproportionately higher
rates in developing countries.
The spread of these diseases
is attributed to many factors,
perhaps
most
notably
is
unhealthy diets and lack of
physical activity, especially in
urban communities, in addition
to genetic factors, polluted and
unclean environment.

According to the US NCDS
Prevention and Control Centres,
non-communicable
diseases
are a group of chronic diseases
that are not transmitted from
one person to another, and are
usually are developed through
a prolonged period within a
relatively slow process. NCDs
include seven main groups:
Cardiovascular diseases (like
heart attacks and stroke),
cancers,
chronic
respiratory
diseases,
kidney
diseases,
multiple sclerosis, liver diseases
and diabetes.
Non-communicable
diseases
are chronic, requiring lifelong
treatment and the provision
of continuous care, adding
burden on government budgets

Within
the
UAE’s
great
contributions to combating NCDs
are the immense efforts of Her
Highness Sheikha Jawaher bint
Mohammed Al Qasimi, Wife of
His Highness the Ruler of Sharjah,
Founder and Royal Patron of the
Friends of Cancer Patients (FoCP),
and International Ambassador
for the World Cancer Declaration
of the Union for International
Cancer Control (UICC) and
UICC International Ambassador
for Childhood Cancer. Her
Highness launched several pilot
initiatives and campaigns aimed
at fighting and eliminating NCDs,
with a focus on cancer, and
made generous donations to
facilitate cancer treatment.
Her Highness initiatives included,
but were not limited to, providing
direct financial support for
patients and bearing the cost
of their treatment, providing
medical
equipment
and
supporting medical centres and

research institutes to enable
them secure effective therapies
for NCDs. This, in addition to
hosting experts and organising
international conference and
forums, and other landmark
initiatives.
Childhood Cancer
Sheikha Jawaher’s efforts in the
fight against NCDs, foremost of
which is cancer, are marked by
a range of activities and visits
she has carried out in support of
children with cancer across the
world. In 2013, Sheikha Jawaher
visited the Children’s Cancer
Centre of Lebanon, an affiliate
of St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital in the USA, where she
met with patients and presented
a library of children’s books to
the hospital.
In addition, Sheikha Jawaher
works through FoCP, which she
established in Sharjah in 1999
to connect UICC’s Childhood
Cancer
programme
with
initiatives to improve health,
education and living conditions
of Palestinian children under
the supervision of The Big Heart
Foundation (TBHF).
In April 2014, she participated
in the 11th African Conference
of International Society for
Pediatric
Oncology,
which
was held in Dar-es Salaam,
Tanzania, in collaboration with
UICC and International Society
for Pediatric Oncology. During
her
participation,
Sheikha
Jawaher called for developing
international strategies as an
integral part of the overall
programmes to control cancer
and
non-communicable
diseases in various countries
across the world, with a special

focus on the low and middleincome countries.
In the same year in September,
Sheikha
Jawaher
visited
Presbyterian Cancer Hospital in
New York where she launched
the international initiative the
‘Heroes Bag’. This initiative
presents children with cancer
with special bags containing
books, toys, and other gifts that
aim to bring happiness and joy
and help alleviate their suffering.
Sheikha
Jawaher
also
participates in most events and
activities launched by the UICC
throughout the year. As a WCD
International Ambassador for
Pediatric Cancer, in 2013,
PACS System at CCHE 57357
In June 2016, the Children’s
Cancer Hospital Egypt (CCHE
57357) in Cairo, the largest
pediatric cancer hospital in the
Arab region, which offers free
medical treatment for children
with cancer, activated the
picture and communication
archiving system (PACS), which
is used to store and displaying
medical records.
In May 2015, the hospital opened
a new wing named after Her
Highness
Sheikha
Jawaher
bint Mohammed Al Qasimi in
recognition of her generosity in
providing financial support for
the treatment of children with
cancer. A banner displayed
at the wing bearing her name,
has her saying to children with
cancer: “You are the hero of
your story, and you will always be
in my heart.”
Later that year, Sheikha Jawaher
donated EGP 10 million to the
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Children’s Cancer Hospital 57357
that enabled its administration
to introduce the PACS system,
which helped 45,728 children to
benefit from its services within the
first 40 days of its application.
Supporting research centres
Just two months after the
activation of the PACS system at
57357 Hospital, Sheikha Jawaher
Al Qasimi called for greater
investment
in
NCD-related
media research and studies by
providing financial support for
research and scientific institutions
and training human resources
to enable them to move into
a new phase of the treatment
and control of NCDs. The call
was made by Sheikha Jawaher
during his visit to London.
Sheikha Jawaher stressed that
non-communicable
diseases,
most notably cancer of its
various types, represent a major
challenge to both communities
and governments around the
world, making it imperative to
fund research carried out by
scientific and research institutions
and centres for the prevention
and control of these diseases.
Sharjah Laboratory in London
Sheikha Jawaher’s commitment
to fighting NCDs on a global
level resulted in the opening of
the Sharjah Laboratory at the
Francis Crick Institute in London
– Europe’s largest biomedical
research, in April 2017.
His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan
bin Muhammad Al Qasimi,
Supreme Council Member and
Ruler of Sharjah, and his wife,
Her Highness Sheikha Jawaher
Al Qasimi, inaugurated the
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Sharjah Laboratory at the Francis
Crick Institute, one of the most
important of its kind in the world.
The Sharjah Laboratory has
been set up to contribute to
cancer research in general,
and specifically lung cancer,
to come up with effective
treatment for this disease. Her
half million pound donation to
the Cancer Research UK fully
funds the facility, supports its
works and trains human resources
in order for them to move into a
new era in NCDs treatment and
prevention.
On the sidelines of the opening of
the laboratory, Sheikha Jawaher
underlined the importance of
promoting a culture of early
detection and follow-up. She
emphasised that investment
in research and treatment of
diseases not only benefits the
present generation, it is also
an investment in the health of
several generations to come.
She said that a healthy society is
the cornerstone of any civilisation
and the progress of any nation,
explaining the race by nations to
support scientific research and
discovery of new medicines and
therapies.
Sheikha Jawaher underlined
the
importance
of
facing
NCDs requires an effective and
dynamic movement on several
levels,
including
meetings,
events and conferences related
to research that discuss ways to
limit the prevalence of these
diseases.
Referring to Sharjah’s continuing
contribution to the fight against
NCDs, Sheikha Jawaher said that
Sharjah’s efforts to combat NCDs
set a leading example to be

emulated by other countries in
the world. The emirate launched
the ‘Sharjah Declaration on NonCommunicable Diseases towards
2030’, which was endorsed by
230 international experts. The
emirate’s next big step in the
field is the Second Global NonCommunicable Disease Alliance
Forum, which is scheduled to take
place from 9 to 11, December
2017.
Sharjah Declaration
In November 2015, Sheikha
Jawaher launched the ‘Sharjah
Declaration’ on NCDs during the
first Global Non-Communicable
Disease Alliance Forum, and
included the most important
recommendations that came
out of the forum, which will
be applied to achieve the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

NCDS have led to organising
the
Second
Global
NonCommunicable Disease Alliance
Forum, which is scheduled to
take place in Sharjah from 9-11,
December 2017, to examine the
progress being made on tackling
NCDS and discusses effective
strategies to prevent the lifestyle
ailments that kill 40 million people
each year.
The
first
Global
NonCommunicable Disease Alliance
Forum was held in November 2015
under the patronage of Sheikha
Jawaher. It was organised by
FoCP in collaboration with
NCD Alliance one after naming
Sheikha Jawaher as the Honorary
Patron of the Global NonCommunicable Disease Alliance
Forum in recognition of her
immense efforts in combating
NCDS on local, regional and

global levels.
The
forum,
which
brings
together leading international
NCD organisations and a large
group of experts and specialists
to garner more attention and
mobilise resources to support
global efforts to combat noncommunicable
diseases,
particularly in low and middle –
income countries, and include
these diseases on the global
agenda.
4,000 cancer patients receive
financial and moral support
Under the directives of Sheikha
Jawaher, FoCP has provided
financial and moral support to
more than 4,000 cancer patients
of all ages and nationalities
across the UAE this far. Through
the Pink Caravan initiative

launched by FoCP in 2010, the
organisation has contributed to
promoting awareness about the
importance of early detection
of breast cancer and erasing
misconceptions surrounding the
disease.
During its 7th Pink Caravan Ride
in March 2017, FoCP managed to
offer free medical examinations
and
screenings
to
48,800
men and women of different
nationalities and age groups in
the UAE.
FoCP is a charity non-profit
organisation, which relies on
generous
contributions
from
businesses and civil society in the
form of financial aid and moral
support. To know how you can
be part of this noble movement,
visit: http://focp.ae/newsite/

The Sharjah Declaration on
NCDs calls on governments to
champion NCD prevention to
curtail lifestyle diseases that are
responsible for 63 percent of all
deaths globally.
During the closing session of
the 2015 Global NCD Forum,
Sheikha Jawaher said that her
efforts towards combating noncommunicable diseases around
the world is an obligation; a
humanitarian duty to help
medical and scientific experts
make a clear difference in the
implications of NCDs on the
peoples of the world, specifically
in low- and middle-income
countries.
Continuous contributions
Her unwavering efforts and
commitment to the fight against
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Sultan Al Qasimi Opens 2nd Global Non-Communicable
Alliance Forum -Sharjah Chosen Again as Venue for
World’s Most Influential NCD Event

• Sheikh Sultan Al Qasimi: “We will continue to take action – it is a responsibility and you
are our guiding light. Future results will be even better.”
• President of the NCD Alliance: ”It is my sincere hope that you take advantage of the
incredible amount of knowledge and shared experiences… at the largest convening of
NCD civil society”
• More than 80 expert speakers from across 5 continents
• Meeting of 350 scientists, medical pioneers, support groups, NGOs from 68 countries

Sultan Al Qasimi Opens 2nd
Global Non-Communicable
Alliance Forum
| 09 December, 2017
| Partnership
|
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Al Jawaher Reception
& Convention Centre
Sharjah UAE.

His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Supreme
Council Member Ruler of Sharjah
and Her Highness Sheikha
Jawaher bint Mohammed Al
Qasimi, wife of His Highness the
Ruler of Sharjah, and Patron of
the Global NCDA Forum, today
opened the most influential
gathering
of
experts
and
decision makers in the field of
Non-Communicable
Diseases
(NCDs) at the second Global
NCD Alliance Forum - taking
place from 9-11 December at

Sharjah’s Jawaher Reception
and Convention Centre.
Having held the highly successful
inaugural edition and influenced
global agendas on NCDs in 2015,
Sharjah-based Friends of Cancer
Patients (FoCP) will welcome
more than 350 delegates and 80
expert speakers to the including
scientists,
medical
pioneers,
support groups, NGOs and civil
societies from 68 countries across
five continents such as Kenya,
Mexico, the United States, the

United Kingdom, Switzerland,
Brazil, Jordon, India, Zanzibar
and many others.
At the opening ceremony, His
Highness told the audience that
among the leading causes of
cancers were smoking, alcohol
and obesity and that Sharjah
had been taking positive steps
to curb this for many years: We
have implemented a ban on
smoking in many public places
which has led to a decrease in
smoking deaths and for 32 years,
Sharjah has once again taken
the lead in the prohibition of
alcohol – which is responsible
for 10% of all cancer deaths – in
any place within the emirate. As
for obesity, Sharjah has forged
ahead, supplying walkways in
many locations so that people
can go walking and jogging and
lead a healthier lifestyle. We will
also have one of the best airconditioned walkways where
even during the five hot months
of the year, people can still
exercise.”

We are here to support you and
will fulfil our promise that you will
see the results of your guidance
when we meet here next year. ”

incidence of non-communicable
diseases – responsible for more
than 40 million deaths globally
each year.

The opening was also attended
by Her Royal Highness Princess
Dina
Mired,
President-Elect
of the Union for International
Cancer Control; His Excellency
Abdul Rahman Al Owais, Minister
of Health and Community
Protection, UAE; Dr. Khaled Al
Saleh, Secretary General of the
Gulf Union for Cancer Control;
His Excellency José Luis Castro,
President of the Alliance of Noncommunicable
Diseases;
Sir
George Alini, Honorary Director
of the Pan American Health
Organization, is a member of
the Board of Directors of the
Alliance of Non-Communicable
Diseases in America; Katie Dean,
Executive Director, Alliance of
Non-communicable
Diseases
Organizations

Chairperson of the Friends
of Cancer Patients Board of
Directors HE Sawsan Jafar
commented on the progress
made from the inaugural NCD
Alliance Forum.

Speaking of the forum itself,
His Highness said that it is more
than an event, it is a catalyst
for change: “People thought
that this forum may have been
somewhere where speeches
were given and plans were
made, then everything was
forgotten – this is not the case. This
is a place of practical action. It is
a credit to you all that you have
stimulated us to take action and
initiate many projects.

A short video was show to
the audience of the three
day forum on the unwavering
commitment and support from
Her Highness Sheikha Jawaher
bint Mohammed Al Qasimi,
wife of His Highness the Ruler of
Sharjah, Patron of the Global
NCD Alliance, Founder and
Patron of FoCP and International
Ambassador for the World
Cancer Declaration of the Union
for International Cancer Control,
International Ambassador for
Childhood Cancer and Patron of
the Global NCDA Forum.

“We will continue to take action –
it is a responsibility and you are our
guiding light. Future results will be
even better. We will implement
your recommendations and we
thank you for your guidance.

The NCD Alliance has chosen
Sharjah to host the first two
editions of the event, where
the most respected NCD health
experts from around the world
strategise on how reduce the

“Today’s
convention
is
a
significant
stride
towards
perpetuating the achievements
of the forum’s first one held in
Sharjah in 2015, which culminated
in the ‘Sharjah Declaration for
Non-Communicable Diseases’,
emphasising the importance of
supporting the UN’s Sustainable
Development Agenda for 2030.
The 2015 forum also resulted in
a series of recommendations for
governments, UN organisations,
the
business
community,
and local and international
media
corporations.
These
recommendations
collectively
call for catalysing and facilitating
the adoption of measures
to prevent and control noncommunicable diseases.
“The proceedings of the first
NCD Forum in Sharjah included
recommendations for endorsing
the ‘Global Targets for NCDs
2025’, and the ‘Global Action
Plan for the Prevention and
Control of NCDs 2013-2020’
prepared by the World Health
Organisation.”
HE Sawsan Jafar added that
the theme ‘Stepping up the
Pace for NCDs: Making 2018
count’, reaffirms the forum’s
commitment to put intentions
into action, telling the speakers
and
dignitaries:
“All
these
endeavours, efforts, and action
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plans present us with opportunities
for creating a difference. Your
presence today at the forum in
its second edition affirms that our
cooperation does indeed create
impact, and confirms that the
impact of our unity is significant.
.Determined to continue this
journey to raise awareness of noncommunicable diseases, and
improve the lives of patients, we
aim to leverage partnerships and
alliances and maximise efforts for
the development of innovative
and effective strategies.”
In his address to the attendees of
the opening ceremony, Mr José
Luis Castro, President of the NCD
Alliance thanked His Highness
the Ruler of Sharjah and Her
Highness Sheikha Jawaher bint
Mohammed Al Qasimi.
“I thank you for your continued
commitment,
energy,
and
passion to cancer and NCDs. We
are deeply grateful for all that
you do, and for your patronage
of this Global NCD Alliance
Forum. And thank you to Friends
of Cancer Patients, the local host
organisation, for your tireless work
in the months of preparation
leading up to the Forum.”
Mr
Castro
added:
“Noncommunicable diseases such
as
cancer,
cardiovascular
disease,
diabetes,
chronic
respiratory disease and mental
and neurological disorders are
the global health tsunami of
the 21st century. These diseases
and conditions are devastating
communities, crippling health
systems,
and
thwarting
economies, through widespread
sickness, disability, and untimely
and often avoidable deaths.
No country is immune, and no
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country has this tidal wave under
control.
“The data speaks volumes. If
the world continues down the
current path of ‘business as
usual’, by 2025 one third of the
world’s population will be living
with obesity… and more children
and adolescents will be obese
than simply overweight; the total
number of people living with
diabetes will be close to 500
million; over 320 million people
will have died from an NCD;
that is equivalent to the entire
population of the United States –
over 120 million of those deaths
will have been preventable.
And the amount it will have cost
developing countries alone since
2011 will be $7 trillion dollars,
equivalent to the combined GDP
of France, India, and Brazil last
year.”
Speaking on the importance
of the event, Mr Castro added:
“The Forum provides us, NCD
civil society, with a platform to
discuss, meet, and strategise
on our collective advocacy
priorities and campaign goals
as we prepare for the 2018 UN
High-Level Meeting. Nearly 350
NCD civil society advocates
from 68 nations will share ideas,
experiences,
and
explore
solutions
to
our
common
challenges. It is my sincere hope
that you take advantage of the
incredible amount of knowledge
and
shared
experiences
gathered here over the course of
the next three days at the largest
convening of NCD civil society.”
Some of the most respected
experts in the field of NCDs
speaking at the event include:
HRH
Princess
Dina
Mired,

President-Elect of the Union for
International Cancer Control,
who was the first Arab and
non-medical
professional
to
have been elected in such
a prestigious global post; Sir
George Alleyne, a medical
graduate of the University of the
West Indies who worked under
Professor John Waterlow in the
Tropical Metabolism Research
Unit at UWI; Katie Dain, Chief
Executive Officer of the NCD
Alliance, who has been a part
of the team since its founding
in 2009; Dr. Tom Frieden, one
of the world’s leading public
health experts and President
and Chief Executive Officer of
‘Resolve to Save Lives’, a $225
million, 5-year initiative housed
at Vital Strategies; and Dr. Sania
Nishtar, a Pakistani physician and
former federal minister of the
Government of Pakistan who has
strong civil society credentials as
founder of Heartfile. Dr. Nishtar is
also co-Chair of WHO High-Level
Global Commission on NonCommunicable Diseases.
In keeping with the commitment
to provide practical resources,
a key focus of this year’s forum,
organised by the NCD Alliance,
a civil society alliance uniting
2,000 organisations across the
world is to mobilise high-level
political leadership to address
NCDs, 80% of which occur in lowand middle-income countries.
Following the ceremony, His
Highness the Ruler of Sharjah also
attended the opening plenary,
‘The Global NCD Response:
Taking Stock, Reviewing Progress
and Looking Ahead to the 2018
UN High-level Meeting’, which
called for action on four crucial
pillars: human rights and social

justice; prevention; treatment,
care,
and
support;
and
meaningful involvement.

experts, new thinking, new
regulations and new human
resources.

The panellists were Dr. Colin
Tukuitonga, Director General,
Secretariat
of
the
Pacific
Community, New Caledonia; Dr.
Kibachio Joseph Mwangi, Head
of Division on NCDs, Ministry of
Health, Kenya; Ms Abish Romero,
National Advisor on Health
Systems and Services, PAHO;
Princess Dina Mired, Presidentelect, Union for International
Cancer Control, Jordan; and
Dr Jacob Gayle, President,
Medtronic Foundation, USA.

“But let us remember that
we have come a long way;
governments have committed
to change, Heads of State have
committed. The civil society plays
the role of a moral compass, but
you are the ones who will put the
wind into the sails of the highlevel summit and progress.”

Chair of the panel, Sir George
Alleyne told the delegates: “This
is not just about future years,
this is about 2018 – we are just
not running fast enough. I don’t
want to be pessimistic, I want to
see our strengths and see how
we can catch up and get to the
pace we need to be
“We need to make sure 2018 is a
watershed year for tackling NCDs
and I would like to thank HH
Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad
Al Qasimi for his wonderful
understanding at a ruler’s level
what should be done.”
As part of her keynote speech,
Dr. Sania Nishtar added: “The
UAE is at the forefront of change
and innovation and we have
a chance through the fourth
industrial revolution to join the
dots, but we will need new

The first plenary session on
Sunday, the second day of
the Forum begins at 9am with
the plenary ‘Uniting the NCD
Movement for 2018: Framing the
Narrative, Advocating for Action
and Amplifying Voices’, followed
at 10.45am with the workshops
‘Making a Case for Investment
and Financing for NCD Prevention
and Control’, ‘Improving NCD
Access and Achieving Universal
Health Coverage for All’, ‘Joining
Forces to Tackle the Determinants
of
NCDs’,
‘Promoting
the
Meaningful
Involvement
of
People Living With NCDs’, ‘Driving
National Planning on NCDs’.
The second plenary beginning
at 1.30pm is titled ‘Breaking
down Silos, Building Synergies:
Accelerating NCDs in the 2030
Sustainable
Development
Agenda’.
At 3.15pm, delegates can attend
workshops on ‘Integrating Efforts
for NCDs and Women’s and
Children’s Health’, ‘Addressing

NCDs as a Barrier to Poverty
Reduction and Development’,
‘Using the Law to Safeguard
Health and Reduce NCDs’,
‘Human and Planetary Health:
At the Intersection of NCDs,
Urbanisation
and
Climate
Change’,
and
‘Ensuring
Sustainable Healthy Diets for All’,
which brings the end of day two
to a close at 5pm.
On the third and final day, an
invitation only breakfast takes
place from 7 – 8.30am, with
doors opening for the plenary
session ‘Growing the Movement:
Equipping Civil Society to Fulfil its
Roles in the NCD Response’ at
9am.
At 11am, workshops include
‘Through the Magnifying Glass:
Leveraging
Accountability
Efforts in NCDs’, ‘Using Research
to Advance Evidence-based
Advocacy and Policymaking’,
‘Promoting the Best Buys for NCDs:
Making the Case’, ‘For the Long
Haul: Ensuring the Sustainability of
NCD Alliances’ and ‘Promoting a
Multi-sectoral Approach to NCDs
through Workplace Wellness’.
A final session, ‘National and
Regional Advocacy to Maximise
the UN 2018 HLM on NCDs’
takes place from 2.15pm –
3.15pm, followed by the closing
ceremony of the second Global
NCD Alliance Forum which will
take place between 3.30pm and
4.15pm.
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Experts Highlight Advocacy Agenda
On Day Two of Global NCD Alliance Forum in Sharjah

• Hundreds of international experts attend Day Two of forum
• “Today is International Human Rights Day and it is those rights and injustice which binds
us all together”
• “The time has come for the NCD movement to make a significant impact and hold a
march of ‘Indignation and Hope’”

Experts Highlight Advocacy
Agenda On Day Two of
Global NCD Alliance Forum
| 10 December, 2017
| Partnership
Al Jawaher Reception
|
& Convention Centre
Sharjah UAE.
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A world-leading panel of experts on
non-communicable diseases (NCDs)
has told hundreds of delegates
on day two of the second Global
NCD Alliance Forum in Sharjah that
international human rights and social
justice – or a lack of them – are two
of the key factors that binds sufferers
together. They say that now is the
time for action to make the highest
levels of decision-makers sit up and
take notice.
The comments were made at the
second plenary session of the forum,
‘Uniting the NCD Movement for 2018:
Framing the Narrative, Advocating
for Action and Amplifying Voices’.

The panel highlighted the NCD’s
initiative ‘Our Views, Our Voices’,
which resulted in the ‘Advocacy
Agenda of People Living with NCDs’,
a grassroots consultation process
where two thousand participants
from 76 countries contributed to
better understanding the needs,
challenges, and priorities of people
living with NCDs.
Having held the highly successful
inaugural edition and influenced
global agendas on NCDs in 2015,
Sharjah-based Friends of Cancer
Patients (FoCP) has welcomed more
than 350 delegates and 80 expert
speakers including scientists, medical

pioneers, support groups, NGOs
and civil societies from 68 countries
across five continents such as Kenya,
Mexico, the United States, the United
Kingdom, Switzerland, Brazil, Jordon,
India, Zanzibar and many others.

heard: “It is a chance for us to gain
commitments from governments
and heads of state and equally as
important, hold them accountable
in terms of action and time bands for
their progress.

As a result of the ‘Our Views, Our
Voices’, findings, the Advocacy
Agenda calls for action in four key
areas: human rights and social
justice’
prevention,
treatment,
care, and support; and meaningful
involvement.

“Our priorities are NCD financing;
childhood obesity; taxing certain
goods – alcohol, tobacco, unhealthy
foods, among others; education;
and resources. We need to coordinate, communicate, agitate and
advocate.”

Speaking at the event, being held
at the Al Jawaher Reception and
Convention Centre in Sharjah from
9-12 December, Ms. Anne Lise Ryel,
Secretary
General,
Norwegian
Cancer Society and Global Advisory
Committee Member, ‘Our Views, Our
Voices’, Norway, said: “We need to
promote the voice of the people
living with NCDs and the attention
needs to reach the very highest
levels – there is too little action.
In addition to research and data,
we need to put a face to NCDs –
it’s about people and behind the
millions who are suffering, we have
captured their voices.”

Dr. Kent Buse, Chief, Strategic Policy
Directions, UNAIDS, Switzerland, also
believes that giving NCD sufferers
a voice is paramount to success:
“Numbers are needed, but noise is
also necessary, he said.

The forum, which the NCD Alliance
has chosen to hold in Sharjah for its
first two editions, is held under the
patronage of Her Highness Sheikha
Jawaher bint Mohammed Al Qasimi,
wife of His Highness the Ruler of
Sharjah, Patron of the Global NCD
Alliance, Founder and Patron of
FoCP and International Ambassador
for the World Cancer Declaration of
the Union for International Cancer
Control, International Ambassador
for Childhood Cancer.

Sir Trevor Hassell, President, Healthy
Caribbean
Coalition
(HCC),
Barbados, said that a more visible
impression
was
also
needed:
“The time has come for the NCD
movement to make a significant
impact and hold a march of
‘Indignation and Hope’ at the High
Level Meeting in September. I think
we have the credibility and have
been established long enough for a
truly great march to create a grand
impression. It is important that we all
align on international, regional and
global levels.”

Katie Dain, Chief Executive Officer
of the NCD Alliance in the United
Kingdom told the delegates that the
vital UN High-Level Meeting planned
for September 2018 provides the best
opportunity to make those voices

”Remember, it is the wheel that
squeaks which gets the oil and we
need a multi-sectorial approach
through civil servants, civil societies,
parliamentarians, ministers, media
and many more to come together
and give us the right to be heard.
Today is International Human Rights
Day and it is those rights and injustice
which binds us all together.”

Offering her opinions from a youth
perspective, Dr. Mellany Murgor,
African Director, Young Professionals
– Chronic Disease Network, Kenya,

said that young people should be
given the chance to be much more
involved.
“The youth of today won’t tolerate
unnecessary death and suffering and
want to be a part of the discussions
with a place at the table and input
into the agenda and the narrative.
It is time to move from a technical
movement to a practical movement
and young people can play a major
role in that. Why not exploit their
skills in innovation and their place at
institutions of learning?”
In keeping with the commitment to
provide practical resources, a key
focus of this year’s forum, organised
by the NCD Alliance, a civil society
alliance uniting 2,000 organisations
across the world is to mobilise highlevel political leadership to address
NCDs, 80% of which occur in lowand middle-income countries.
On the third and final day, an
invitation only breakfast takes place
from 7 – 8.30am, with doors opening
for the plenary session ‘Growing the
Movement: Equipping Civil Society
to Fulfil its Roles in the NCD Response’
at 9am.
At 11am, workshops include ‘Through
the Magnifying Glass: Leveraging
Accountability Efforts in NCDs’, ‘Using
Research to Advance Evidencebased Advocacy and Policymaking’,
‘Promoting the Best Buys for NCDs:
Making the Case’, ‘For the Long
Haul: Ensuring the Sustainability of
NCD Alliances’ and ‘Promoting a
Multi-sectoral Approach to NCDs
through Workplace Wellness’.
A final session, ‘National and
Regional Advocacy to Maximise the
UN 2018 HLM on NCDs’ takes place
from 2.15pm – 3.15pm, followed by
the closing ceremony of the second
Global NCD Alliance Forum which
will take place between 3.30pm and
4.15pm.
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Forging Partnerships for Effective Eradication of NonCommunicable Diseases at the 2nd Global NCD Alliance
Forum

“Driving the National Planning against NCDs” workshop

Experts Highlight Advocacy
Agenda On Day Two of
Global NCD Alliance Forum
| 10 December, 2017
| Partnership
|

Al Jawaher Reception
& Convention Centre
Sharjah UAE.

Sharjah is hosting the second
global
forum
on
noncommunicable
diseases
(NCDs) from November 9-11
under the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Dr Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Supreme
Council Member and Ruler
of Sharjah and his wife Her
Highness Sheikha Jawaher Bint
Mohammad Al Qasimi, Founder
and Royal Patron of the Friends
of Cancer Patients (FoCP) and
International Ambassador for the
World Cancer Declaration of the
Union for International Cancer
Control (UICC) and International
Ambassador
for
Childhood
Cancer for UICC.
The three day event is being
jointly held by FoCP and the
NCD Alliance, and comes after
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the NCD Alliance appointed
Sheikha Jawaher Al Qasimi as the
Royal Patron of the Global NCD
Alliance Forum, in September
2014, in recognition of her efforts
and commitment to fight against
cancer and non-communicable
diseases locally, regionally and
globally.
The second day of the forum
included
workshops
streams
under the title ‘Advocating for
NCD Prevention and Control’ and
its five workshops; Making a Case
for Investment and Financing for
NCD Prevention and Control;
Improving NCD Access and
Achieving
Universal
Health
Coverage for All; Joining Forces
to Tackle the Determinants of
NCD; Promoting the Meaningful
Involvement of People Living

with NCDs and Driving National
Planning on NCDs.
Under Stream 1: Advocating for
NCD Prevention and Control,
Friends of Cancer Society (FOCP)
played a pivotal role in the
presence of Her Highness Sheikha
Jawaher Bint Mohammad Al
Qasimi, Wife of His Highness
the Ruler of Sharjah, Founder
and Royal Patron of the Friends
of Cancer Patients (FoCP) in
conducting the first workshop
Driving National Planning on
10 December and holding
governments
accountable
for their commitments to NCD
prevention and control. Driving
the national plan for NCD has
been the key focus with a
holistic approach of the society
to mitigate the burden of NCDs
and propelling country-level
action towards regional and
global NCD targets. It discussed
grounding a national NCD
response in solid research and
developing research capacity at
the country-level. It also discussed
the governance needed for
an effective NCD response to
explore national NCD planning,
importance of target setting
and share examples of fostering
‘whole of government’ and
‘whole of society’ involvement.
This workshop also saw major
NCD organisations from all over
the world and a large group
of NCD experts and specialists,
aiming to mobilise attention,
identifying barriers and raising
awareness in order to secure
financial resources to support
international efforts in the fight
against
non-communicable
diseases.
While commenting on the
importance
of
developing
sustainable practices to contain

NCDs, Dr. Sawsan Al Madhi,
Director General, Friends of
Cancer Patients, UAE said
“Organisations need to focus on
the sustainable goals of 2018 and
how they can be achieved”. She
further added these goals that
run until 2030 sees its inception
today by carving out a national
plan on non-communicable
diseases. We have to convince
and push everyone to priorities
and put forward policies and
strategies against NCDs more
decisively. She further added
each country should have state
and civil bodies that need to
support and spread this message
to as many people around the
world as possible: To accomplish
this mission the forum is dedicated
to offering all civil society
organizations a platform to unify
their efforts in the fight against
these contagious diseases.”
Promoting the efforts in this
direction, Friends of Cancer
patients (FOCP) is therefore
paving the way to advocate for
action and amplifying voices.
Among the activities at the
second global NCD Alliance
Forum 2017 included a key
speaker Dr Alexander Lyon Senior
Lecturer in Cardiology, Imperial
College London and Consultant
Cardiologist, Royal Brompton
Hospital, United Kingdom who
discussed the importance of
scientific research and ways
to develop the national plan
to fight NCDs by exploring the
role of innovative medicines to
reduce mortality rates. He also
emphasised on the need to
learn best practices from across
the world and to gain new
knowledge on NCD prevention
and control. He reaffirmed the
NCD alliance’s commitment to
put intentions into action. NCDs

– mainly cancer, cardiovascular
disease and chronic respiratory
diseases and diabetes – account
for 68 per cent of global mortality
or two out of every three deaths.”
The workshop also included
a session by Dr. Buthaina Bin
Belaila, Head of NCD Section,
Ministry of Health & Prevention,
United Arab Emirates who said
”only concerted action on NCDs
can lead to concrete results.”
She spoke about the alliance of
the country’s state apparatuses
like hospitals, media, quality
services,
transportation
to
join hands with the national
committee to increase the
number of survivors, to drive
change
and
to
generate
awareness in the UAE as also in
the world outside. In the end, she
reiterated the need for all forces
to tackle the determinants of
NCDs.
Another speaker Dr. Ibtihal Fadhil,
President, EMR NCD Alliance and
Board Member, NCD Alliance,
UAE who said: ”FOCP started
their support with NCD in July
2017 and no sector alone can
reverse the NCD epidemic, but
working together to chart a
new course towards health and
sustainable human development
for a more equitable and
healthier future can bring smiles
to the faces of people”. She said
for this everyone needs to make
valuable partnerships with both
public and private industry in the
UAE and the Middle East.
Running side by side the
second workshop Improving
NCD Access and Achieving
Universal Health Coverage for
All, saw speakers Professor David
Wood, President, World Heart
Federation and Garfield Weston
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Professor
of
Cardiovascular
Medicine,
Imperial
College,
London, United Kingdom Ms.
Helen
McGuire,
Programme
Leader,
Non-communicable
Diseases, PATH, United States, Dr.
James Pfitzer, Director, Access
Accelerated, Switzerland, Dr.
Andrew Twineamatsiko, Youth
advocate, Caring & Living As
Neighbour (CLAN) and Uganda
NCD Alliance, Uganda, Ms. Amy
Israel, Global Health Thought
Leadership & Policy Director, Eli
Lilly, Switzerland, Dr. Eva Njenga,
Acting
Chair,
Kenya
NCD
Alliance, Kenya emphasized on
making available affordable
technologies
and
essential
medicines for NCDs to around
80 per cent of the people
worldwide.
In the third workshop Joining
Forces to tackle the determinants
of NCDs speakers Ms. Rebecca
Perl, Vice President, Partnerships
and Initiatives Policy, Advocacy,
Communication, Vital Strategies,
United States Dr. Kent Buse,
Chief, Strategic Policy Directions,
UNAIDS, Switzerland, Professor
Jeff Collin, Global Public Health
Unit, School of Social and
Political Science, University of
Edinburgh, United Kingdom, Dr.
Beatriz Champagne, President,
CLAS and Executive Director,
Inter American Heart Foundation,
United States, Dr. Nandita
Murukutla, Vice President, Global
Policy and Research, Policy,
Advocacy and Communication,
Vital Strategies, India presented
Practical tools and case studies
from the front lines in Latin
America – emerging trends and
good practice and talked about
food security and the dangers of
obesity in fighting the disease.
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The fourth workshop of the
day Promoting the Meaningful
Involvement of People Living With
NCDs Dr. Cristina Parsons Perez,
Ms. Rakiya Kilgori, Global Advisory
Committee member, Our Views,
Our Voices initiative, Nigeria, Ms.
Abish Romero, National Advisor
on Health Systems and Services,
PAHO and Global Advisory
Committee member, Our Views,
Our Voices initiative, Mexico, Ms.
Kate Swaffer, Chair, Dementia
Alliance International and Global
Advisory Committee member,
Our Views, Our Voices initiative,
Australia, Mr. Alex Silverstein,
Lead for Collaboration, NHS
and Global Advisory Committee
member, Our Views, Our Voices
initiative, NCD Alliance, United
Kingdom, Ms. Louise Agersnap,
Technical Officer, WHO Global
Coordination Mechanism on
Non-communicable
Diseases
(WHO GCM/NCD), World Health
Organization, Switzerland Ms.
Jessica Daly, Senior Portfolio
Lead, Medtronic Philanthropy,
United States, Mr. Juan Nuñez,
Coordinator, Mexico Saludhable,
Mexico talked about a more
urgent response management
team that would be more robust
and accountable in handling
these
noncommunicable
diseases.
In the last workshop Making
a Case for Investment and
Financing for NCD Prevention
and Control Dr. Rachel Nugent,
Vice President, Global Noncommunicable Diseases, RTI
International, United States, Dr.
Alexey Kulikov, External Relations
Officer, UNIATF, Switzerland, NCD
Investment cases, Mr. Labram
Massawudu Musah, Programmes
Director, Vision for Alternative

Development (VALD), Ghana,
Ms. Elizabeth Ohadi, Health
Systems and Finance Specialist
RTI International, United States,
Dr. Ishu Kataria, Public Health
Researcher, Non-communicable
disease Team, RTI International
and Global Coordinator, Young
Professionals Chronic Disease
Network (YP-CDN), India talked
about
the
communicating
effectively to different audiences
particularly in the low-income
group companies about the
imminent dangers of this disease.
Founded in 2009, the NCD
Alliance is a unique civil society
network
uniting
2,000
civil
society organisations in more
than 170 countries dedicated to
improving NCD prevention and
control worldwide. The Alliance
aims to unify global efforts to
reduce mortality caused by noncommunicable diseases by 25%
by 2025 and mobilise international
support to implement NCDs
as a health priority in the UN
Sustainable Development Goals.
To achieve these goals, the
Alliance convened the NCD
civil society community, provides
thought leadership on global
policy, sets priorities for the global
NCD response, and mobilizes civil
society action at national and
regional levels.
The summit is in preparation to
the September 2018 high level
meeting at the United Nations
where in all countries and
governments will be summoned
to report on how they have
tackled NCDs in relation to
the sustainable goals of the
international body.
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Global NCD Alliance Forum in Sharjah – Day Two:
Joining forces for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda

“We need global agreement
on disease, treatment and
prevention and should use the
2030 agenda as a roadmap, not
just for NCDs but for health in
general.”
In the session, ‘Breaking down Silos,
Building Synergies: Accelerating
NCDs in the 2030 Sustainable
Development
Agenda’,
Professor
Corinna
Hawkes,
Director, Centre for Food Policy
at City, University of London in
the United Kingdom, advocated
the need for multisectoral
involvement, saying: “We need
to see what other people are
doing so that we can contribute
to their agendas as well as them
contributing to ours, for instance
climate change, healthier foods
and farming.

Global NCD Alliance Forum
in Sharjah – Day Two: Joining
forces for the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda

| 10 December, 2017
| Partnership
|
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Al Jawaher Reception
& Convention Centre
Sharjah UAE.

A panel of five globally recognised
healthcare and welfare experts
have been telling hundreds of
delegates at the second Global
Non-communicable
Disease
(NCD) Alliance Forum in Sharjah
that there is a vital need to
share resources, information and
understanding across all sectors
in order to achieve the best
results for the 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda.
Speaking at the event, being
held at the Al Jawaher Reception
and Convention Centre in
Sharjah from 9-12 December, Dr.
Anders Nordström, Ambassador
for Global Health, UN Policy
Department, Ministry for Foreign
Affairs in Sweden, told the
delegates that increasing life

expectancy was not enough
of an achievement and that
people needed to stay healthy
in their later years.
“People still associate health with
the health sector and health
services but we need to move
beyond that and there is a great
opportunity to address that for
Agenda 2030 and NCDs. First we
have to change our mindsets
and then our actions, taking
into account sectors as varied
as agriculture, the environment,
foods and so on. The three main
pillars of the environment, the
economy and society are all
interlinked, but health is the key
outcome. We all agree that
people need to thrive, not just
survive.

“A perfect example is providing
deprived children with sufficient
food, which in turn means that
they are more likely to go to
school. But then on our agenda,
we need to look at the nutritional
value and ensure that not only
are they being fed, but that they
are getting healthy food. This is
how a single, shared platform
can benefit two agendas.”
Also on the panel, Ms. Ariella
Rojhani, Director of Partnership
for Healthy Cities, Vital Strategies,
in the United States, has made
hands-on inroads for many
cities: “We are in a sprint, not a
marathon and have brought
54 cities into our partnership by
literally getting mayors to sign
up for the agreement. We can’t
wait for global initiatives to trickle
down that’s just not the case,
and sometimes you need to go
in and do the work and become
agenda-setters.
“It’s putting cities up front and

getting them to implement
their own goals – our method
is innovative, but we are really
promoting public health and
supporting public projects.”
Professor Mark Hanson, UK
Chair of the Working Group on
Adolescent,
Pre-conception
and Maternal Nutrition from the
University of Southampton in the
United Kingdom, commented:
“We see more and more
incidence of ill-health in embryos,
foetuses and young children that
are cross-generational without
being hereditary. It is possible
to stop NCDs before they start
by making parents healthy and
connecting with patients and
governments to address all
forms of NCDs from child obesity
to maternal mental health
problems.
“The advantage we have now
is that young people care about
their health and the health of
their children to come – health is
the new ‘cool’.”
Having held the highly successful
inaugural edition and influenced
global agendas on NCDs in
2015, this year Sharjah-based
Friends of Cancer Patients
(FoCP) has welcomed more
than 350 delegates and 80
expert
speakers
including
scientists,
medical
pioneers,
support groups, NGOs and civil
societies from 68 countries across
five continents such as Kenya,
Mexico, the United States, the
United Kingdom, Switzerland,
Brazil, Jordon, India, Zanzibar and
many others.

bint Mohammed Al Qasimi,
wife of His Highness the Ruler of
Sharjah, Patron of the Global
NCD Alliance, Founder and
Patron of FoCP and International
Ambassador for the World
Cancer Declaration of the Union
for International Cancer Control,
International Ambassador for
Childhood Cancer.
On the third and final day, an
invitation only breakfast takes
place from 7 – 8.30am, with
doors opening for the plenary
session ‘Growing the Movement:
Equipping Civil Society to Fulfil its
Roles in the NCD Response’ at
9am.
At 11am, workshops include
‘Through the Magnifying Glass:
Leveraging
Accountability
Efforts in NCDs’, ‘Using Research
to Advance Evidence-based
Advocacy and Policymaking’,
‘Promoting the Best Buys for NCDs:
Making the Case’, ‘For the Long
Haul: Ensuring the Sustainability of
NCD Alliances’ and ‘Promoting a
Multisectoral Approach to NCDs
through Workplace Wellness’.
A final session, ‘National and
Regional Advocacy to Maximise
the UN 2018 HLM on NCDs’
takes place from 2.15pm –
3.15pm, followed by the closing
ceremony of the second Global
NCD Alliance Forum which will
take place between 3.30pm and
4.15pm.

The forum, which the NCD
Alliance has chosen to hold in
Sharjah for its first two editions,
is held under the patronage of
Her Highness Sheikha Jawaher
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“Integration of all sectors to fight Non-Communicable
Diseases” at the 2nd Global NCD Alliance Forum

provider can be used to integrate
with the NCDs. We will have to find
ways to capitalize on this”
While
commenting
on
the
importance of Integration she
added, “Children and young adults
should be put first while trying to
cull out systems to fight NCDs.
Young people with NCDs are part
of the discussion. Youth have a
lot to contribute in terms of how
to approach this problem and
how solutions can be achieved.
They can offer a lot to address this
problem and bring solutions to the
table. Youth should have a voice in
policy making and have every right
to participate in the matter.”

Building advocacy coalitions spanning different sectors to tackle NCDs

“Integration of all sectors to
fight Non-Communicable
Diseases” at the 2nd Global
NCD Alliance Forum
| 10 December, 2017
| Partnership
|
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Al Jawaher Reception
& Convention Centre
Sharjah UAE.

The second Global NCD (NonCommunicable Diseases) Alliance
Forum, happening at Jawaher
Reception and Convention Center Sharjah till December 11th, witnessed
in its Stream 2, Breaking Down Silos
and Building Synergies in the SDG
Era. The five workshops under this
stream aimed at advocating ideas
to affect policy changes at the
country level, strategies for building
advocacy
coalitions
spanning
different sectors.
The first workshop conducted on
10 December, titled Integrating
Efforts for NCDs and Women’s
and Children’s Health provided
an overview of the burden of
NCDs across the reproductive,
maternal, newborn, child, and
adolescent health continuum and
discussed opportunities to develop
and strengthen an integrated
approach to promote the health
and wellbeing of women and
children. The session explored how

civil society can identify key entry
points to engage these communities
in prevention and treatment and
explored opportunities to promote
greater youth involvement in the
NCD response.
While
commenting
on
the
importance of hosting this workshop
Ms. Masha DeVoe, Senior Associate
of Policy and Advocacy, NCD Focal
Point, Women Deliver, United States
said, “we need to look at the status
and structural barriers that women
are exposed to. Unclean cooking
systems and their exposure to it is
equivalent to smoking two packs
of cigarettes a day. But that’s the
gender norm in a lot of developing
countries. Even young female adults
join their mothers in cooking in front
of proper and unclean systems
and this will obviously have an
adverse health impact. She further
said “even in low income countries
women will have one antenatal visit
and that visit to the local healthcare

Other eminent panelists in this
workshop included Dr. Kibachio
Joseph Mwangi, Head of the Division
of NCDs, Ministry of Health, Kenya,
Dr. Mychelle Farmer, Governing
Council, NCD Child, United States,
Professor Mark Hanson, UK Chair of
Working Group on Adolescent, Preconception and Maternal Nutrition,
FIGO,
and
President,
DOHaD
Centre, University of Southampton,
United
Kingdom,
Mr.
Andrew
Twineamatsiko, Youth advocate,
Caring & Living As Neighbour (CLAN)
and Uganda NCD Alliance, Uganda
and Ms. Rikke Fabienke, Senior
Project Manager, Novo Nordisk,
Denmark who also talked about
preventing toxic stress in new borns
as second hand smoke exposure
can deter their brain development.
This affects their potential to grow
and thrive in a healthy manner.
Running along-side the second
workshop included Addressing NCDs
as a Barrier to Poverty Reduction and
Development
and emphasized
on
how
non
communicable
diseases are both a cause and
consequence of poverty – illness,
death and disability. The panel also
discussed about a universal health
coverage and poverty reduction
in
lowand
middle-income
countries. They further discussed on
exploring data on impact of Noncommunicable Diseases and Injuries
(NCDIs) related costs. This workshop

saw the presence of speakers
like Ms. Maia Olsen, Programme
Manager, NCD Synergies, Partners
in Health, United States, Dr. Gene
Bukhman,
Assistant
Professor,
Harvard Medical School, Senior
Health and Policy Adviser, Partners
In Health, Co-chair, Lancet NCDI
Poverty Commission, United States,
Dr. Rachel Nugent, Vice President,
Global Noncommunicable Diseases,
RTI International, United States,
Mr. Wondu Bekele Woldemariam,
Executive Director, Mathiwos Wondu
– Ye Ethiopia Cancer Society,
Consortium of Ethiopian NCD
Associations, Ethiopia, Mr. Erneste
Simpunga, Rheumatic Heart Disease
advocate and member of Global
Advisory Committee, Our Views, Our
Voices initiative, Rwanda.
In the third workshop of the day, titled
Using the Law to Safeguard Health
and Reduce NCDs saw a discussion
on how International, regional
and domestic laws and legal
frameworks powerfully influence
all aspects of NCD prevention and
control – exposure to risk factors,
the availability and accessibility
of health services and treatments
and
technologies.
This
panel
included speakers like Mr. Jonathan
Liberman,Director, McCabe Centre
for Law and Cancer, Australia,
Dr. Esperanza Cerón Villaquirán,
Secretariat, Mesa Colombiana de
Incidencia por las Enfermedades No
Transmisibles, Colombia, Mr. Ralph
Degollacion, Project coordinator,
HealthJustice
Philippines,
Dr.
Edgardo Palma,ALIANZA ENT-PERÚ,
Peru who talked about litigation
and public mobilization efforts for
healthy food regulation to prevent
non communicable diseases.
Human and Planetary Health: At the
Intersection of NCDs, Urbanisation
and Climate Change was the fourth
workshop of the day that investigated
the global political landscape
and linkages between health and
environmental development in air
pollution, transport and food systems.
The key speakers who spoke about
sustainable urbanization included
Dr. Jeni Miller, Executive Director,

Global Climate and Health Alliance,
United States, Professor Dean
Schraufnagel, Executive Director,
Forum of International Respiratory
Societies (FIRS), United States, Dr.
Nandita Murukutla, Vice President,
Global Policy and Research, Policy,
Advocacy and Communication,
Vital Strategies, India, Dr. Joseph
Mucumbitsi, Rwanda NCD Alliance,
Rwanda.
The final workshop themed World
Cancer Research Fund International,
NCD Alliance aimed to strengthen
civil society advocacy efforts
towards governments to address
links between food, nutrition, the
environment and NCDs leveraging
data, good practice, and innovative
approaches to Ensuring Sustainable
Healthy Diets for All within the UN
Decade of Action on Nutrition.
Commenting on this issue were Ms.
Bryony Sinclair,Senior Policy and
Public Affairs Manager, World Cancer
Research Fund International, United
Kingdom, Ms. Paula Johns,Executive
Director, ACT Health Promotion
and Board Member, NCD Alliance,
Brazil, Professor Corinna Hawkes,
Director, Centre for Food Policy at
City, University of London, United
Kingdom, Dr. Sudhvir Singh, Director
of Policy, EAT Foundation, Norway,
Ms.
Zuhura
Amour,Manager,
Zanzibar NCD Alliance, Zanzibar.
Collaborating with parliamentarians,
putting people first, looking at
malnutrition and obesity, adult
prevention
agenda
have
all
contributed positively in tackling
NCDs so far. In the past decade,
countries have expanded their
capacities to respond to the
epidemic of non-communicable
diseases. Real progress has been
made, though it has been uneven
and collaborated efforts can still go
a long way in handling this epidemic.
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Global NCD Alliance Forum in Sharjah – Day Three:
NCD Alliance Launches Essential Civil Society Atlas

States, said: “What do we need
to do to achieve NCD targets?
We need to take a step back,
see where we are and look at
where we are going. We don’t
need to more calls to action, we
need action – the progress of
NCD work is either stalled or very
slow. That is why it is crucial to
have the right allies.
“Civil societies give patients
a voice that can be heard,
they develop, identify and
implement
systems,
they
pressure governments and they
encourage further successes.

Global NCD Alliance Forum
in Sharjah – Day Three: NCD
Alliance Launches Essential
Civil Society Atlas
| 11 December, 2017
| Partnership
|
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Al Jawaher Reception
& Convention Centre
Sharjah UAE.

On the final day of the second
Global NCD (Non-communicable
Diseases) Alliance Forum in
Sharjah, hundreds of delegates
have been told that in order
to progress, partnerships and
alliances were essential across all
sectors including civil societies,
targeted private sector agencies,
media and many more.
The session titled “Growing the
Movement:
Equipping
Civil
Society to Fulfil its Roles in the
NCD Response” concentrated
on promoting and sharing best
practices across the NCD civil
society, including launching the
NCD Civil Society Atlas, which
provides an analysis of emerging
trends, key success factors and
civil society contributions to the
alliance, as well as an illustration

of how civil society is delivering on
its commitments as stated in the
landmark Sharjah Declaration on
NCDs.
It aims to boost communication
between national and regional
NCD alliances and help make the
case for the critical role played
by NCD civil society. Finally, it will
help underpin advocacy efforts
in this area including, but not
limited to, efforts capitalising on
the 2018 UN High-level Meeting
on NCDs.
Speaking at the third plenary
session of the event, being held
at Al Jawaher Reception and
Convention Centre, Professor
Jeremy Shiffman, Professor of
Public Administration and Policy,
American
University,
United

“Influence is crucial to change,
particularly when taking into
account economic factors. If
we look at hypertension, treating
500 million people would cost
USD 1 billion – that’s just USD 2
per person. Take that further and
spend USD 1 billion to save 30
lives over 10 years – that’s USD
33 per life saved. Working with
influential, cross-sectoral allies,
this can be achieved.”
Another
globally-respected
panelist at the session titled
‘Growing
the
Movement:
Equipping Civil Society to Fulfil its
Roles in the NCD Response’, was
Professor Jeff Collin,
Global Public Health Unit, School
of Social and Political Science,
University of Edinburgh,
United Kingdom.
Professor Collin said that while
there may be certain obvious
alliances, navigating partnerships
is still a potential minefield.
“When we’re talking about
connecting
with
so
many
agencies,
partnerships
are

hugely important but there
are always complications. For
instance, I don’t think it’s helpful
to talk about ‘the food industry’
under one label. If we look at
alcohol, we mustn’t distance
ourselves from every agency
connected with alcohol – the
licencing bodies for example are
a team we have some crossover
with.”

Her Highness Sheikha Jawaher
bint Mohammed Al Qasimi,
wife of His Highness the Ruler of
Sharjah, Patron of the Global
NCD Alliance, Founder and
Patron of FoCP and International
Ambassador for the World
Cancer Declaration of the Union
for International Cancer Control,
International Ambassador for
Childhood Cancer.

Professor Collin also referred to
a campaign involving the South
African Beer company which
held a promotion for a pack of
beer, which contributed to a
meal for three school students
for each pack bought. While the
intention was undoubtedly for
a positive outcome, providing
incentives through alcohol is not,
and never will be on the NCD
agenda.
“We need to be holding agencies
to account and also look at
ourselves to see that we our
being at our most effective and
who we should partner with.”
Having held the highly successful
inaugural edition and influenced
global agendas on NCDs in
2015, this year Sharjah-based
Friends of Cancer Patients
(FoCP) has welcomed more
than 350 delegates and 80
expert
speakers
including
scientists,
medical
pioneers,
support groups, NGOs and civil
societies from 68 countries across
five continents such as Kenya,
Mexico, the United States, the
United Kingdom, Switzerland,
Brazil, Jordon, India, Zanzibar and
many others.
The forum, which the NCD
Alliance has chosen to hold in
Sharjah for its first two editions,
is held under the patronage of
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Global NCD Alliance Forum stresses the need for
“Evidence Based Research as the Secret Weapon for its
Advocacy”

leadership, good communication
skills along with academia is
important for tackling the spread
of NCDs as also an effective tool
for efficient policy making”. He
further added “simplify evidence to
influence policy decisions. Research
is the secret weapon for NCD
advocacy. These findings need to
be simple, connected and practical.
It has to be palatable to policy
makers”.
Other experts on the panel included
Professor Gerald Yonga, Chair, NCD
Alliance Kenya; Head of NCDs
Research to Policy Unit at Aga
Khan University and Board Member,
NCD Alliance Kenya (TBC), Dr. Jeff
Sturchio, President & CEO, Rabin
Martin, United States and Professor
Anushka Patel, Chief Scientist,
George Institute of Global Health,
Australia who also reiterated that if
evidence is not clearly expressed,
then it may not be relevant to policy
makers. Therefore, it is imperative to
make advocacy evidence based to
lawmakers and regulators.

Developing advocacy coalitions to influence donor policies to tackle NCDs

Global NCD Alliance Forum
stresses the need for
“Evidence Based Research
as the Secret Weapon for its
Advocacy”
| 11 December, 2017
| Partnership
Al Jawaher Reception
|
& Convention Centre
Sharjah UAE.

The second Global NCD (NonCommunicable Diseases) Alliance
Forum witnessed on its final day,
under its Stream 3 banner, Sharing
Tools and Strategies for NCD
Advocacy and Mobilisation. This key
idea formed the basis of discussions
in the five concurrent workshop
sessions under this theme.
The workshops focused on what
efforts have been made in the area of
NCDs. Experts shared concrete case
studies and discussed experiences
with a view to identifying practical
and replicable approaches to
advance the movement.
The first workshop conducted on 11
December, titled Using Research
to
Advance
Evidence-based
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Advocacy and Policymaking aimed
to explore how operational research
can facilitate decision making
and policy formation. It presented
examples from civil society, the
private sector and academia to
implement research into advocacy
of large scale interventions and
translate them into concrete efforts
at the ground level.
Among the activities at this
workshop was a key speech by
Professor Bo Narrving, Chair of
world Stroke Organisation Global
Policy Committee who said “using
research to advance evidence
based advocacy is key to good
policymaking for fighting NCDs” He
further added, “cost effectiveness,
priority setting, good evidence, right

In a parallel workshop titled Through
the Magnifying Glass: Leveraging
Accountability Efforts in NCDs
panelists emphasized on NCD
related accountability approaches
undertaken by civil society at the
global, regional and national levels to
measure progress on achieving NCD
targets. While governments across
the region have had some success
in addressing acute and infectious
diseases, a more somber picture
emerges in relation to NCDs and
reaching the 2030 target. Between
2010 and 2015, deaths from NCDs
as a proportion of all mortalities rose
from 29.4 percent to 33.5 percent,
and now claim 3.1 million lives a
year. Commenting on the situation,
panelists included Ms. Jessica
Beagley, Policy Research Officer,
NCD Alliance, United Kingdom, Sir
George Alleyne, Director Emeritus,
PAHO and Board Member, NCD
Alliance, United States, Mr. Francis

Thompson,
Executive
Director,
Framework Convention Alliance,
Canada, Dr. Vicki Pinkney-Atkinson,
Director, South Africa NCD Alliance
(SANCDA), South Africa.
Running along-side the third workshop
included Promoting the Best Buys
for NCDs: Making the Case. This
workshop summoned policy makers
to address NCD prevention and
control using ‘best buys’. It addressed
the Action Plan for the Prevention
and Control of NCDs 2013–2020, with
its different policy options across the
four NCD risk factors and four disease
areas like cardiovascular diseases,
diabetes, cancers
and chronic
respiratory diseases. The eminent
speakers on this issue included Ms.
Deborah Chen, Executive Director,
Heart Foundation of Jamaica,
Board Member, NCD Alliance,
Jamaica (TBC), Ms. Louise Agersnap,
Technical Officer, WHO Global
Coordination Mechanism on NCDs,
Switzerland, Dr. Cherian Varghese,
Coordinator, Management of NCDs,
WHO, Switzerland, Dr. Tom Frieden,
President and Chief Executive
Officer, Resolve, United States
(TBC), Dr. Thomas Gaziano, WHF
Partners Council Chair, American
College Cardiology (TBC), Dr. Modi
Mwatsama, Director, Policy & Global
Health, UK Health Forum (TBC).
In the fourth workshop titled For the
Long Haul: Ensuring the Sustainability
of NCD Alliances different pillars
of sustainability like organisational,
programmatic and financial were
explored. It discussed the life cycle
of a strategic plan, from inception
to funding. The talks also entailed
successes and challenges in growth
and fundraising. Commenting on
the issue were experts like Ms. Judith
Seltzer, Senior Director, Management
Sciences for Health, United States,
Ms. Susanne Volqvartz, Director,
Danish NCD Alliance, Denmark,
Mr. Todd Harper, CEO, Cancer
Council Victoria, Australia and Board
Member, NCD Alliance, Dr. Monika

Arora, Executive Director, HRIDAY;
Governing Board Member, Healthy
India Alliance, India, Ms. Katie Dain,
CEO, NCD Alliance, United Kingdom
who primarily talked about resource
mobilization planning and lessons
learned.
In the final workshop of the day
themed Promoting a Multi sectoral
approach
to
NCDs
through
Workplace Wellness talks included
diverse experiences and lessons
learned in promoting, prioritizing
and
implementing
workplace
wellness programmes (WWP). They
examined the need to make a
health and investment case for
healthy workplace initiatives to
prevent NCDs. Effective advocacy
to engage private sector to create
health packages for its employees
that are equally cost beneficial for
employers. The key speakers at this
workshop included Sir Trevor Hassell,
President, HCC, Barbados, Mr. Cary
Adams, CEO, UICC, Switzerland,
Ms. Diana Vaca McGhie, Global
Advocacy
Manager,
American
Heart Association, United States,
Ms. Katy Cooper, Independent
Consultant, United Kingdom, Ms.
Helen McGuire, Program Leader,
Noncommunicable Diseases, PATH,
United States. Realizing the potential
for NCDs through partnerships and
creating workplace wellness was
high on the agenda during this
workshop.
The final day saw an array of experts
on global health, organizational
development
and
project
implementation draw their closing
comments by taking stock of the
current NCD scenario, reviewed
progress and looked ahead to the
2018 UN High-level Meeting’. They
rested their case with the thought
that evidence based research alone
can stop NCDs before they start,
by making the community healthy
and connecting with patients and
governments to address all forms of
this non communicable disease.
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NCD Alliance Forum 2017 Updates

15
Workshops

350
Delegates

3
days

09 December 2017
Gala Dinner for NCDA Delegates at Flag island Sharjah

51
Speakers

3
17
Advocates

NCD Alliance
Forum 2017
09 to 11 December

6
Decission
Makers

45
National and

68
Countries

3
Plenary

Sessions

10 December 2017
NCDA Delegates visited Maliha Museum Sharjah

regional NCD
Alliances
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10 December 2017
Dinner at Maliha Desert, Sharjah for NCDA Delegates
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In the Year of Giving
Friends of Cancer Patients Wins Five Awards in 2017.

It is very rewarding to be
recognised for our work by so
many influential global bodies.
I can speak for everyone at the
organisation when I say that the
greatest reward we have comes
from being able to help patients
of all ages and nationalities who
are diagnosed with the disease
in UAE,” said HE Sawsan Jafar,
Chairperson of Board of Directors,
FoCP.
“The five Awards that FoCP has
received so far for 2017 are a
testament to the tremendous
efforts that our team members
put in each and every day to
support cancer patients and
their families. Behind all our
achievements our dedicated
Board of Directors who are
committed to achieving the
vision of Her Highness Sheikha
Jawaher Bint Mohammed Al
Qasimi, wife of His Highness the
Ruler of Sharjah, Chairperson of
the Supreme Council for Family

Affairs and Founder and Patron
of FoCP.” added Jafar.
The other two new awards add
to FoCP’s winning this year are
the Golden Globe Tiger Awards
in the categories of ‘Concern
for Health’ and ‘Developing
Sustainable
Strategies.’
The
awards’ citations praised the
organisation for demonstrating
the
applied
principals
of
corporate social responsibility
and for continuing its strategy
of innovation. The programme
organisers
said
that
FoCP
had showcased a world-class
standard for outstanding social
responsibility by implementing
highly impactful initiatives for the
early detection of cancer.
FoCP was also honoured earlier
this year with the prestigious
Global Good Governance (3G)
Service Excellence Award for
Social and Philanthropy Sectors.
Presented
to
governments,

corporations
and
nongovernmental organisations, the
3G Awards are given to bodies
that demonstrate governance,
transparency
and
social
responsibility excellence. FoCP
was honoured with the award
in recognition of its charitable
work that seeks to reduce the
burden of cancer and noncommunicable diseases.
FoCP was established to help
alleviate the financial and
emotional burden that cancer
often imposes on cancer patients
and their families and to raise
awareness about the six early
detectable forms of the disease;
breast cancer, cervical cancer,
prostate cancer, skin cancer,
testicular cancer and colorectal
cancer. Since being founded
in 1999 the organisation has
provided support to more than
4,200 cancer patients of all ages
and nationalities across the UAE.

Not-for-profit organisation scoops two honours at the World Sustainability Congress in
recognition of its cancer awareness initiatives and fund-raising activities

In the Year of Giving
Friends of Cancer Patients
Wins Five Awards in 2017.
| 29 December, 2017
| Management
| Dubai, UAE

Friends of Cancer Patients
(FoCP) is celebrating winning yet
another award for its services,
taking its tally to five so far this
year. The non-profit organisation
dedicated to fighting cancer
collected two Global Giving
Awards at the World Sustainability
Congress (WSC) in recognition of
its activities to promote funding
and to raise awareness about
cancer.
FoCP scooped its most recent
awards in the WSC category ‘Best
Overall Giving Programme’ for its
Joy Cart initiative that facilitates
moral support for children with
cancer in hospitals and in the
category of ‘Best CSR Impactful
Initiative’ for its corporate wellness
day for Pink Caravan, a breast
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cancer awareness campaign
which travels around the UAE
offering free breast scans and
medical check-ups.
The organisers behind FoCP say
that they are delighted to have
been recognised for their work
by so many awards in the UAE’s
‘Year of Giving,’ highlighting
the financial and moral support
services they provide cancer
patients and since its inception
in 1999.
“Everyone at Friends of Cancer
Patients is delighted to have
been honoured once again
for the work that they do to
raise cancer awareness and
to support patients and their
families morally and financially.
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Medical Clinic at Womens
Economic Empowerment
Global Sumit - 2017

DECEMBER 2017

UK Cancer Research

| 4 - 5 December, 2017
| Awareness Activation
| Expo center
Sharjah, U.A.E

GE Visit to FoCP
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| 12 Dec 2017
| Management
| UHS, Sharjah, UAE

UK Cancer Research
FoCP Visit

| 6 Dec 2017

| 12 Dec 2017

| Beneficiary Support

| Management

| SCFA, Sharjah, UAE

| SCFA, Sharjah, UAE
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Men’s Health Congress
| 13 -15 December, 2017
| Awareness Activation
| Mohammed Bin Rashid

University of Medicine and
Health Sciences Dubai, UAE

Joy Cart
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DBB, BK Gulf LLC, Cheque
Recieving
| 25 Dec 2017
| Management
| SCFA, Sharjah, UAE

Dubai Police Headquarters
Event

| 21 December, 2017

| 27 Dec to 11 Jan, 2017

| Beneficiary Support

| Awareness Activation

| Dubai Hospital, Dubai

| Dubai Police
Headquarters, Dubai
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